Prison unions unite in strike action over pay

= Spain

Prison sector unions are planning a series of 24-hour strikes beginning on 24
October in protest at the withdrawal of a pay offer by the prison service. The unions
have been campaigning together for several years to secure improved pay as a key
measure to tackle staff shortages in the sector. Following the installation of a new
government, the prison service offered to increase the prison pay bill by EUR 122.6
million over the next three years. The unions were angry and astonished when, at a
meeting on 25 September, the head of the prison service announced that the offer
was withdrawn on the basis that it hadn't been authorised by the government. The
unions have called for an urgent meeting with the Minister of the Interior and they
will begin their actions with a protest outside the Ministry on 17 October.
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