Health and youth care workers take action

= Netherlands

Workers at University Medical Centres (UMC) are involved in a series of actions to
push for a new collective agreement, including a 3.5% pay increase and measures
to reduce excessive workloads. Negotiations have been stalled since the end of May
and members of the FNV and NU'91 unions have organised demonstrations and
worked-to-rule to underline the strength of feeling to employers. The UMC
agreement covers 60000 workers. Meanwhile, youth care workers have also been
active over excessive workloads and outsourcing. Around 2500 youth care workers
are expected for a national demonstration on 3 September. The workers, members
of the FNV, are calling for an extra EUR 750 million for the sector - EUR 450m to
compensate for previous cuts and EUR 300 million to deal with increased demand.
Youth care workers say it is increasingly difficult to deliver a proper service to
young people and their families.
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