
 

INFORMATION NOTE ON THE SECOND HEARING OF TRIAL INTO 10 

OCTOBER ANKARA MASSACRE 

The second hearing regarding 10 October Ankara Massacre, in which 101 people died and 

over 400 people injured, was held on 6-10 February 2017 at the 4th Heavy Criminal Court in 

Ankara. 

On the first day of second hearing, the court heard the testimonies of 4 arrested suspects, 

whose statements had not been taken during the first hearing. On the basis of testimonies, the 

court issued an arrest warrant for a suspect who had been released by the court pending trial 

before. Therefore, the number of people who are jailed pending trial increased to 18. 

After hearing testimonies of the suspects, the court also heard testimonies of the complainants 

(injured and families of bereavement). Many organizations requested from court to be a party 

in trial and these requests including our Confederation’s and its seven affiliates’ were 

accepted by the court. 

While the testimonies of injured and of acquaintances of people who lost their lives on 10 

October Ankara Massacre were being heard, the tension in the courtroom increased. Some of 

the victims had a nervous breakdown because of some expressions of the suspects and police 

officers who were responsible for providing security in the courtroom, as they said to victims 

and families of bereavement that “all of you are terrorists.” Aggressive and threatening 

attitudes of the suspects were not limited to those against families, but sometimes they 

displayed such attitudes towards the court board. At the end of the hearing, the court decided 

to file a criminal complaint against the police officers who insulted and used bad language 

against families during the hearing. 

Families of the victims, injured and their attorneys demanded from the court to include the 

public officers who were responsible for relevant neglects and ill-treatments in the 

proceedings, as they did not take necessary pre-march measures, as they used teargas in a 

place which were full with the wounded and dead after the suicide bombers’ attacks, as they 

prevent ambulances from entering the area and as they did not provide necessary medical 

support and treatment. Regarding the requests related to public officials, the Court decided 

that the Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office would conduct the investigation, after the 

information and documents presented to the court was transmitted, and continue the 

investigation in connection with the case. In addition to this, the court decided to file a 

criminal complaint on charges of “insulting public officials” against some of the victims and 

families of victims who expressed that some public officers had also responsibility. This 

approach of the court added a new scandal to the chain of scandals that have been existing in 

this trial since its beginning. 

It has been decided to continue the investigation on the suspects who were arrested and for 

whom arrest warrants were issued and to carry on the next hearing to take the testimonies of 

complainants whose statements have not been heard yet. The court also decided to hold next 

hearing on 2-3-4 May 2017.   

We call you to monitor this case and to participate in the next hearing as observant. 

Best Regards 


