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Dear Colleagues and friends at the EPSU Annual Meeting of Prison Services Network Group 
I think I can call you friends as I believe all of us who work in the field of offender health and 
wellbeing can view themselves part of an enormous network of passionate, supportive, 
knowledgeable and expert ‘friends’ – likeminded professionals who want to make  a 
difference and  do that every day through the professional role and the vision they have to 
improve health in some of our most challenging environments  
 
I am so very sorry I am not able to be with you in person today as I had hoped. I need to be 
near to my operational team which is based in the north of England today to provide 
emergency cover which meant a train journey to London this morning was not possible  
 
I have asked Annie to read this statement on my behalf (thank you so much Annie) and to 
also share my contact details with you so that any questions that arise following today that 
you wish to ask me or that I can bring to the attention of the Health and Justice Clinical 
Reference Group for NHS England I will do so  
 
I have had the opportunity to chair the H and J Clinical Reference Group for well over a year 
now and I must say its amongst one of the most challenging and rewarding roles I have ever 
had and I do consider it a great privilege to lead and coordinate this team. 
The group comprises a range of professionals who collectively bring specialist clinical 
expertise and advice together with the views of patients and carers to support the direct 
commissioning function of NHS England in respect of matters of Health and Justice  
I am blessed to have a group who combine experience with knowledge, wisdom and drive to 
develop quality standards and deliver compassionate care across the board for all prisoners  
Our vision is to serve as a catalyst and expert voice to support ‘what good looks like’ across 
the health and justice clinical care sector and to promote evidence based equivalent care  
we do this on conjunction with NHS officials who work in central and regional teams  
We seem to make a lot of difference with a small resource and that is all down to my 
colleagues, including Annie Norman who represents the health and Justice nursing 
workforce on the CRG  
As well as the CRG which meets quarterly work is going on the background constantly to 
manage the numerous actions that work of this nature generates and to take workstreams 
forward  
We achieve this through a series of open Expert Panels which involve not only core 
members of the CRG but enable us to invite and involve professionals with specific skills or 
expertise relating to a particular topic area and from around the whole country. These have 
and are proving to be a successful way of widening our network of involvement and also for 
seeding ideas which are then taken forward for consideration by the national group 
I am so grateful to colleagues in the NHS England H and J Central team notably Kate Davies 
OBE, Head of the Health and Justice and Armed Forces and to whom I report and Chris Kelly 
her Deputy and the supporting officers and secretariat they are  a brilliant team and all 
passionate advocates of this agenda. They support me and guide the CRG through the 



complex world of commissioning and partnership that we know is part and parcel of our 
world  
 
Current workstreams we are developing or supporting include; 

A) REDUCING Deaths in Custody – a Task and Finish group committed to understanding 
the trends associated with these tragic events  and also committed to supporting 
how we learn any lessons and implement any necessary changes as rapidly as 
possible  

B) Prison Diets    - one of our newest working Groups headed up by Annie Norman and 
her colleague Dr Iain Brew a GP working in Leeds prison  to develop consistent 
standards in the use of food supplements in the prison estate as well as working with 
NOMS to be assured that we are maximising the role that we know food and 
nutritional value has to play in the health and wellbeing of people  

C) Liaison and Diversion – the CRG is supporting the NHS England roll out a clinically 
effective and  evidence based L and D service to ensure individuals with mental 
health needs whose care is not best served in a detailed setting are identified and 
appropriately  managed including diverting them from custody when it is deemed 
counter productive to their recovery and their needs  
 

D) Research and development - We are passionate about evidence based care and to 
making recommended change and improvements  based on clinical research so we 
are delighted that the CRG has been able to secure a small Research pot – we are 
using this small fund in affiliation with Notts University to instigate a small scale 
study that aims to examine the effectiveness of the clinical decision making and 
subsequent care pathways for prisoners on reception and in the first 5 days of their 
stay acknowledging how crucial this time is to securing continuity of care  and care 
planning . the =study will look at care in four diverse environments including female 
estate and the CRG serve as an expert panel to the study monitoring and advising on 
its progress  
 

E) We also have an excellent group looking at the clinical standards for End of Life Care 
in prison settings  particularly focussing on  how we ensure that the pockets of 
absolute excellence in care for people whose last days will be spent in a prison 
environment can inform and inspire the develop of consistent quality standards 
across the whole estate  
 

F) Medicines safety – acknowledging what a critical role good prescribing and 
medicines management has to play in our secure and detained settings we have the 
benefit of a specialist pharmacy advisor, Denise farmer, on our group and have 
active workstreams looking to develop consistent standards through the use of 
carefully crafted  and evidence based  prison formularies – and we have already 
been heavily involved in advising PHE and NHS E on the use of pregabalin and 
gapabentin resulting in a well received guidance document published last year and 
are on course for the publication of a pain management formulary specifically for 
secure and detained settings later in the year  
 



This is just some of the many workstreams we are leading on but in in addition and no less 
important the CRG is invited to and on hand to advise, support and assist with the raft of 
policy and guidelines that are under development or due for review or update, e.g. NICE 
guidelines for the management of physical health in prison and the work currently 
underway with NOMS and the PPO to review the resuscitation guidelines in a prison setting  
 
I want to end by acknowledging the commitment we have to listening to the voice of the 
service user and carer. As well as expert representatives on the H and J CRG who also work 
on our many expert panels and Task and finish groups we seek to involve experts by 
experience in all of our workstreams and welcome their involvement   
I could go on as there is so much to talk about but I hope this gives you a flavour of what we 
are about and what we are trying to achieve  
We want to involve and encourage clinicians working in the Health and Justice field 
regardless of role and professional background to be involved and speak up about the 
excellent work they are involved with so we can shine a light on this and share it as well as 
pick up on your challenges so we can help and support in whatever way we can  
So …. please do contact me  - there is a lot to do and we would so value your input 
Thanks again Annie for your tireless hard work and energy and for organising the meeting 
today 
 I wish I could be there  
 
Dr Linda Harris FRCGP 
Linda.harris@spectrum-cic.nhs.uk 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


