
 

 
 
    
 

 

 
Statement on the situation and the way out of the crisis in Ukraine 

 
 

1. EPSU deplores the tragic losses of life that have occurred in Ukraine and expresses its 
deep condolences to the families and people of Ukraine.  We deeply regret that the trade 
union buildings became a place of so much sorrow. We condemn this violence and the 
setting on fire of trade union buildings in Kyiv and Odessa and support the demand for 
independent investigation into who caused the fires and deaths. Those guilty must be 
brought to trial.  
 

2. The trade unions of the FPU (Federation of Trade Unions of Ukraine) have set out their 
demands to address the grave social and economic situation in the Ukraine as well as what 
the government and new President should do, in the FPU manifesto of 15 April. A main 
demand is that Ukraine should remain an independent, sovereign, democratic and social 
state. Rights and freedoms should be protected. The government should focus on 
employment and improve working and living conditions of workers and people. Dealing with 
corruption, ensuring a fair tax system, addressing poverty and guaranteeing access to 
public services (heating, water…) are other key demands. 
 

3. EPSU is very concerned about the rise of radical-rightwing and separatist groups in 
Ukraine and condemns the  violence used by these groups. EPSU will stand with Ukrainian 
and workers of other countries against the rise of the extreme-right in Europe. These 
groups threaten core social, human and democratic values that are at the heart of Europe’s 
trade union movement. 
 

4. EPSU calls for an end of brutalities and violence of all parties. There can only be a  
peaceful and socially-acceptable way out of the crisis in Ukraine, pointing to the years of 
irresponsible policy-making, unaccountable economic management and systematic 
disregard of rights and freedoms in Ukraine. EPSU fully endorses the statement on the 5 
point plan as the way out of the crisis adopted on 10 March by the ITUC Pan-European 
Regional Council.  

 

5. EPSU calls for a de-escalation of tensions, respect for the Ukrainian Constitution, territorial 
integrity and including the withdrawal of all troops from the borders and the disarmament of 
paramilitary and other groups. We also demand for the withdrawal of armed forces from 
South-East Ukraine when the situation stabilises.  We ask for a strengthening of the human 
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rights commitments and instruments of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe as the main security institution competent in the region. 

 

6.  EPSU asks for free and fair elections to shift to a genuine democratic political system, 

respect for the rights of all, and investigation of all acts of violence, illegal appropriation of 
public money and abuse of public office. 

 

7. EPSU supports the call for  economic assistance packages from the EU, and international 
financial institutions but with a strong warning to avoid the discredited austerity approach 
pushed on EU member states by the Troika. EPSU does not support any recommendations 
from the IMF and World Bank for pushes towards conditional and short-sighted 
privatization measures of public services.  
 

8. EPSU will support actions with its affiliates aiming at the stabilization of the political and 
socio-economic situation, ensuring citizens’ rights and freedoms and the restoration of 
peace and stability in the society.  

 

9. EPSU calls for accessible, reliable, safe and affordable public services, in particular in the 
area of public health, education and social care to build a democratic Ukraine for all of its 
citizens. External assistance packages should clearly prioritize support for quality public 
services.  

 

10. EPSU particularly calls for installing a genuine social dialogue with the guarantee that 
workers’ rights will be respected at all times. 

 

11. EPSU demands the establishment of a genuine civil society freed from corruption, abuse of 
power and an end to the oligarchic system of state governance. 

 
12. EPSU expresses its full solidarity with the Ukrainian trade union movement and supports 

the demands of the FPU for a minimum wage, the effective implementation of the 
constitutional rights of workers, the reduction of the pension wage gap, the call for 
affordable social housing and ensuring decent working conditions also for the younger 
generation. 

 

13. EPSU will work with the Ukrainian trade union movement and other affiliates in the 
constituencies concerned to promote democracy, equality, social justice and trade union 
rights. 

 

This statement will be sent to the governments of Ukraine, Russia, US as well the European 

institutions and international organizations like the OSCE and the UN. 
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