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The Syrian refugees and the Greek State 

During the past weeks, we are witnessing the effects of the utter 

weakness of the Greek state to design and implement an effective plan for 
dealing with the migration and refugee flows, in order to rationally handle an 

issue that has been escalating, unabatedly, since the beginning of 2015.  

The images of the total absence of the state mechanism both in Athens 

and at the points of entry and exit of the refugees, speak for 

themselves. People abandoned in the middle of nowhere, between piles of 

garbage, expecting solely the assistance of non-governmental organizations 
and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, while the state institutions are 

observing with great indifference the flagrant violation of the refugees’ rights 
created by the absence of the state. 

At the same time and while in our country, since the beginning of 2015, 

have entered more than 170,000 refugees and immigrants, the state policy 
has limited itself on promises related to the closing of the Amygdaleza 

Detention Center (which, ironically still remains open) and the abbreviation of 
the time spent on detention or deprivation of freedom to citizens of the third 

world countries. Besides the above there has been neither a substantive nor a 
sufficient effort to manage and protect the immigrants. 

In parallel, we cannot but acknowledge the fact that the European Union 

has failed to address effectively the immigration problem, by limiting the 
decision making on safety issues and ignore the humanitarian aspects that 

arise and are closely linked to the protection of the displaced populations. 

We are aligned with the reasonable and lawful request of the members-
states to equally and fairly share and open safe transit passages for the 

refugees within the Schengen countries. However, being always driven by the 
Greek Constitution that guarantees the full respect and protection of life and 

dignity of all people, without distinction, located within the Greek territory, we 
note that all that is mentioned above do not exempt the Greek government 

from its responsibilities and obligations towards all those whose fate and hope 

are on its hands. Therefore, we request form all governmental institutions: 

• To set up an adequate mechanism for humanitarian aid 

• To coordinate the management of the refugee flows 
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• To immediately establish new reception centers at the borders and 
open accommodation centers across the country 

• To implement immediately and effectively the relevant community 

law (Directive 2001/5 / EC, C.L. 80/2006) to provide temporary 
protection in the event of a mass influx of displaced persons 

• To achieve an effective sharing of the mass influx of refugees 

among EU Member States. 

Finally, let’s bear in mind that this large influx of refugees from Syria - 
after four years of war – is an issue that will continue to swell with 

unpredictable consequences. The constant swift of responsibilities among the 

governmental institutions and the theoretical sociopolitical analyses will 

neither halt nor will they help to maintain the social cohesion. 

 

Source: http://www.hlhr.gr/index.php?MDL=pages&SiteID=1153 

 


