
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

On 7–8 October 2019 in Nur-Sultan, the Public Service International and the International 

Labor Organization (PSI/ILO) are holding an international meeting Universal Health Care (UHC) and 

Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (FPRW). 

The meeting will be attended by Rosa Pavanelli, the General Secretary of Public Service 
International, representatives of the International Labor Organization, the World Health 
Organization, and 40 foreign visitors from over 10 countries.  
 
An address by a representative of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Kazakhstan is 
scheduled for 7 October. 
 
This meeting is held for the PSI’s member organizations from the healthcare and social services 
sector. It is intended to promote the trade union movement and civic society organizations, policies 
directed at providing universal healthcare in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and to expand 
collective obligations required to implement fundamental principles and rights at work in regional 
healthcare services.  
 
The meeting’s participants will be familiarized with the ILO Centenary Declaration for the future of 
work; they will present national reports on healthcare and social sector, trade unions’ rights, access to 
healthcare, privatization, and other problems and opportunities. Panel discussions will focus on the 
means of achieving Goal 3 of sustainable development, on social dialog, and the WHO’s five-year 
plan for health employment and comprehensive economic growth. The participants will also develop a 
regional action plan for the currently topical campaigns “Right to Health (and Healthcare Workers’ 
Rights)” and “On Eradicating Violence and Harassment in Healthcare Services.” 
 
The objectives of the meeting include:  
• increasing the potential of the PSI’s member organizations in order to hold campaigns intended to 
improve healthcare funding and budget accountability with a view to providing universal health care;  
• studying the level of the FPRW development in healthcare services in various regional countries and 
considering their problems and improvement prospects;  
• spearheading new efforts intended to ensure freedom of associations as trade unions’ basic right 
stipulated in the FPRW;  
• expanding the FPRW to include obligations to ensure gender equality in healthcare and social 
services in accordance with “No to Discrimination” principle.  
 
The international meeting will be held at the Grand Park Esil hotel, Turkiz Hall, at: 8 
Beibitshilik. The event starts at 09:00. 
 
Reference: Public Service International (PSI) http://www.world-psi.org/ is a world federation of trade unions of 
public service workers with 20 million members in 163 countries, involved in providing such public services as 
healthcare, social security, utilities, municipal and governmental services. PSI protects human rights, social 
justice, and advances universal access to quality governmental services. PSI works with the United Nations 
Organization’s system in partnership with trade unions, civic society, and other organizations.  
The Kazakhstan sectoral union of healthcare workers is a PSI member organization since 2008. 
 

http://www.world-psi.org/


 
For information, call:  
 

Asel Aitbayeva, phone: 8 (701) 895 9092, office: 8 (717) 225 7822; 
 
Asylkhan Sapakbayev, phone: 8 (701) 705 2988, office: 8 (717) 225 4931 
 

 

 


