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PUBLIC SERVICE VALUES RECOGNISED BY EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN KEY VOTE 

EPSU welcomes parliament’s position on the Green Paper on  
Services of general interest   

 
In a clear rebuke to aggressive lobbying by private sector interests, Parliament reversed, in 
plenary vote, the negative position of its Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee on the 
Green Paper on Services of General Interest. 
 

“The final report does not remove all the inaccuracies of the Committee report, 
especially the supposed benefits of liberalisation. BUT, crucially, Parliament has chosen 
to keep open the possibility to secure in a legal framework the general public interest 
over narrow business interest. The ball is now in the European Commission’s camp to 
respond positively to Parliament and to recognise that Europe is about more than 
facilitating big business.” says Carola Fischbach-Pyttel, General Secretary of the 
European Federation of Public Service Unions –EPSU. 

 

The report adopted on 14 January in plenary goes back to the spirit of the initial text drawn 
up by MEP Herzog and, overall, meets the main demands of EPSU. A large majority of 
MEPs urge the Commission to draw up a legal framework, by next April, in full respect of the 
subsidiarity principle. The objective will be to secure legal certainty for the future of public 
services and set out common principles including equality of access, universality, 
affordability, quality of services, security, transparency, citizens’ participation, protection of 
the less-well off social groups.  The right of local authorities to keep public services public 
has also been ascertained. 
 

Parliament also seeks to exclude education, healthcare, social services, water and waste 
disposals and social housing from the scope of EU competition rules.  This line should also 
apply to the renegotiations of the GATS in the WTO soon to be re-launched. 
 

A large consensus emerged for a democratic evaluation of the impact of the internal market 
directives on employment, user needs, security, environment, social cohesion ahead of any 
further market openings. A regular impact assessment of quality public services will have to 
be carried out as part of the EU employment and economic guidelines.  
 

“The European Commission must take into account this vote and put an end to its belief 
that public service deregulation is an automatic panacea! It is simply not true to consider 
that only the private sector can deliver quality and efficient public services. EPSU will 
press the EU legislator to submit a framework directive laying down common public 
service principles, as a complement to sectoral legislation and guarantee to local self-
government and citizens’ fundamental rights. ” concludes Mrs Fischbach-Pyttel.  

 

EPSU also urges the Commission to take note of the ongoing EU Constitution negotiations 
in its response. 
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