
 
 
 
 

 

EPSU LC N°26 (2014) 
To unions organising in Firefighters 
 
Brussels, 11 July 2014 

 

 
Request for solidarity messages next week with strikes of UK Firefighters 

 
REF. JWG/jp 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I ask for your support for the FBU, the UK firefighters in their strike actions next week. 
Please send a message of support to the General Secretary of the FBU Matt Wrack 
matt.wrack@fbu.org.uk.  
 
The Fire Brigades Union (FBU) is having a long running dispute with the UK government 
over the way the conservative government is proposing to deal with the pensions of 
firefighters. It has proposals on the table to increase the retirement age, to increase the 
contributions the firefighters have to make to their pensions and to reduce the pensions 
themselves. Working longer for less pensions. The firefighters are also confronted with 
closure of firestations as part of the conservative governments austerity measures. For 
three years the union has been negotiating with the government but it fails to deliver. The 
union members have therefore engaged in a series of strikes.  
 
Next week (beginning the 14th) and the week after the firefighters will stage a series of 
short strikes. We kindly ask you to send a message of support to the union. I am sure 
they will also appreciate if there are some messages of support from your members at 
firestations in your country. Please act and show our solidarity. Messages can be 
addressed to matt.wrack@fbu.org.uk. Please act during next week. We appreciate a 
copy to cjakob@epsu.org.   
 
For more information on this action and the reasons:  
http://www.fbu.org.uk/news/2014/07/firefighters-set-strike-eight-consecutive-days-
governments-vicious-pension-attacks/  
 
I also use this occasion to inform you there will be a EPSU Firefighters Meeting on 
28th October in Glasgow. Please add this date in your calendar. 
 
I thank you for your support. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 

 
 
Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU General Secretary 
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