
 

 

 

Our Ref:  MW/sll 
 
7 June 2016 
 
 

 
Dear Brother/Sister 
 
Re: Solidarity with firefighters tackling flooding across Europe 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Fire Brigades Union to express our solidarity and support for you and your 
members tackling the flooding that has taken place in recent days. 
 
We have watched with horror at flooding in the Bavarian town of Simbach am Inn and more widely in 
Southern Germany. We were shocked to see major flooding across Central France, including the town of 
Nemours. We are sad to learn of the deaths to members of the public and the firefighter who died in the 
town of Schwaebisch Gmuend while trying to rescue a flood victim. We send our condolences to their 
families. 
 
We have also witnessed with pride the activities of firefighters alongside other emergency workers 
rescuing people in distress, evacuating those in danger and protecting the communities they serve with 
such distinction. Again firefighters have shown the irreplaceable work we do in responding to all kinds of 
hazards.  
 
Firefighters across the UK have been tackling flooding far more frequently in recent years – notably in 
December 2015, during the winter of 2013-14 and in 2007. The FBU, which organises the vast majority of 
firefighters in the UK, has been campaigning with the Westminster and devolved governments to secure 
more operational firefighters and control room staff, better equipment and training, the provision of health, 
safety and welfare safeguards, and other improvements to help the fire and rescue service tackling 
flooding. 
 
The FBU believes that the incidence of flooding is likely to increase due to climate change. Adapting to this 
increased flood risk requires a pan-European approach as well as improvements funded by national 
governments and local authorities throughout Europe.  
 
The FBU works through the EPSU firefighters’ network to coordinate our links with other firefighter 
organisations across Europe. We are proud of our European brothers and sisters and wish you solidarity in 
the difficult days ahead. 
 
Yours in unity 
 

 
 
 
Matt Wrack 
General Secretary 

 


