
 

 

 

 

 
 
Brussels, 4 December 2017 
 
To: Members of IMCO Committee 
 
Re: IMCO vote on proposal for a directive on a proportionality test before the adoption 
of new professional regulations (COM(2016)822) 
 
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
 
In view of today’s vote in the IMCO Committee on the European Commission proposal for a 
directive on a proportionality test before the adoption of new professional regulations (COM 
(2016) 822), the EU-level social partners for the hospital/healthcare sector, HOSPEEM, 
the European Hospital and Healthcare Employers’ Association, and EPSU, the European 
Federation of Public Service Unions, would like to ask you to support amendments to 
exclude all health professions from all or parts of the directive. 
 
This request was unanimously supported by our affiliates at the Plenary Meeting 2017 of 
the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for the Hospital Sector on Thursday, 30 November 
2017 that brought together about 60 participants from 20 EU Member States and Norway, 
both from employers’ organisations and from trade unions. In our view, such an 
exclusion is the most effective, but also the most appropriate way to support a high level of 
patient care and safety, universal health care coverage and a high level of qualifications for 
all health professions. 

 
Healthcare is a core sector of services of general interest. Regulation of health (and social 
care) professions is in principle a Member State competence and should not be made more 
complicated or conditioned by a primarily internal-market oriented proportionality test. Our 
health systems need a special regulatory framework, also at EU-level, to which the 
internal market rules can apply in an adapted manner, but not vice versa. 
 
We, therefore, urge you to support amendments to exclude all health professions from 
all or part of the directive. Such an exclusion has also been recommended by both the 
ENVI and the EMPL Committee in their opinions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Tjitte Alkema      Jan Willem Goudriaan 
 




   

Secretary General of HOSPEEM   General Secretary of EPSU 
 


