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Nicolas Schmit  
European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights 
Rue de la Loi 200 
1049 Brussels 
 

Brussels, 16 March 2021 

Dear Commissioner Schmit,  
 
As the European Sectoral Social Partners in the Health Sector, represented by the European 
Hospital and Healthcare Employers' Association (HOSPEEM) and the European Federation of 
Public Service Unions (EPSU), we are concerned about the delay in the publication of the 
study on the protection of workers from exposure to hazardous medicinal products (HMP), 
including cytotoxic substances. While the publication was initially planned to be published in 
December 2020, we are still waiting for the official results. 
 
The study's content, which will assess four policy options concerning HMPs, is crucial for 
establishing safeguards for the 12 million healthcare workers currently exposed to HMPs.  
 
The publication is an essential piece of information for the ongoing legislative procedure, 
including revising the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive (CMD) by the European 
Parliament. The vote on its amendments is scheduled for 25 March. We believe that it is crucial 
to obtain the study ahead of the vote to ensure a transparent process of the negotiations in the 
trialogue beginning in April without causing any further delay that might impact the decision-
making process of the Parliament and the Council. 
 
Please allow us to reiterate our joint position from September 2020 (attached). We call on the 
European Commission to include HMPs, including cytotoxic drugs, as a category or groups in 
Appendix I of the CMD Directive. In further conversations with your cabinet member Vilija 
Sysaite and the DG EMPL OSH Unit, we also stressed the need to work towards an integrated 
approach by 1.) revising the CMD and 2.) developing (or updating) non-legislative instruments 
at the EU level to complement and support the occupational safety and health of workers.  
 
We remain hopeful that the European Sectoral Social Partners' interest and concern have been 
heard, and the report will be published in due course, ahead of the vote in the European 
Parliament. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, on behalf of EPSU and HOSPEEM 

 
Jan-Willem Goudriaan   Marta Branca 
General Secretary     Secretary General 
EPSU      HOSPEEM 


