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PERC/GG/pw  Brussels, 12 January 2015 

 

 

ITUC/ETUC Support for Social Dialogue in Ukraine  

 

Dear Mr Groysman, 

The ITUC (International Trade Union Confederation) and the ETUC (European Trade Union 

Confederation) join their voice with that of Ukrainian workers expressed by their unions at the 

national rally on 23 December 2015. The economic stabilisation plans announced threaten to shift the 

burden of reforms exclusively on the shoulders of the working people and ordinary citizens, already 

paying a disproportionately high price in the previous rounds of adjustment. Their fears of deepening 

social exclusion and sinking further into poverty are obvious and their indignation at the way current 

policies are made and implemented is equally justified.  

 

One year ago millions of people said no to a corrupt regime based on injustice and disregard for 

citizens and workers. They stood up for their dignity, for the possibility to shape their own lives in a 

better way and for prosperity of their country.  

 

It is obvious that Ukraine today is facing enormous economic and social challenges, exacerbated by 

military conflict in the Eastern parts of the country. Hardship and necessity to reform however are not 

a justification for unilateral decision-making but call for more openness and dialogue to strengthen 

integrity of society and solidarity of all people. Social dialogue, the key instrument of the European 

tradition has proved time and again its efficiency in such demanding times.   

ITUC and ETUC fully support the legitimate demands of the Ukrainian unions and call on the 

Government to immediately start consultations with employers and trade unions in order to design a 

balanced and sustainable approach to the content and process of reform policies along the lines of 

proposals voiced by the unions. 

As the EU High Representative F. Mogherini put it in a recent letter to the European Trade Union 

Confederation: “The importance of the work carried out by our social partners as well as their role in 

assisting the democratic development of their countries and creating constituencies for change cannot 

be underestimated. The involvement of social partners along with all other sectors of society is 

necessary if we are to achieve our declared objectives.” 
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The ITUC and the ETUC are in close cooperation with our Ukrainian affiliates and will continue to 

monitor developments, to help where possible and inform relevant EU institutions about demands of 

Ukrainian working people for respective reactions.  

 

      Yours sincerely, 

                                                                 
      Sharan Burrow                                                 Bernadette Ségol 

        ITUC General Secretary                                    ETUC General Secretary 

 

 

P.S.: The same letter was sent to President Poroshenko and Prime Minister Yatsenyuk. 

 

cc: FPU/KVPU 

                                                       


