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From: JESUS GALLEGO S. IGUALDAD FSP [mailto:jesus.igualdad@fsp.ugt.org]  
Sent: mardi 3 avril 2012 17:04 
To: Carola Fischbach-Pyttel 
Cc: perret@fo-fonctionnaires.fr; Jan Willem Goudriaan; Pablo Sanchez Centellas 
Subject: Thanks for your support. Message of Julio Lacuerda  
Importance: High 

 

Dear Carola, 

 
On behalf of all the affiliates to the Spanish Federation of Public Employees (FSP‐UGT), I 

would like to express our gratitude for your support and good wishes for the general strike we hold 

Thursday 29th of March. 
 

The success of the strike is not only a demonstration of all workers’ and citizens’ clear 

disapproval to the conservative government’s politics, but also a success of democracy: despite of the 

threats and campaigns against the strike, the massive attendance of both the 24 hours‐stop and the 

demonstrations has meant a clear message of the Spanish people willing to maintain their legal right to 

strike. 

 

This general strike might have been the most important of all the ones that we have had during 

our democracy, since it expressed a clear NO to the intolerable newly approved Labor Market reform 

(a reform that is unfair to workers, inefficient to economy, useless to employment, and the biggest 

attack ever to public employees). But at the same time, the Spanish workers and citizens have used the 

strike to say NO to the shameless cuts in public spending that are being made regardless of the needs 

of people and the needs of an economy that have a pressing demand of growth and stimulus for 

growing.  

 

I am sure that the conservative government of the Partido Popular will rectify. Until then, we 

public employees will keep fighting for our rights, fighting for collective bargaining, fighting for our 

salaries, and working conditions; fighting against the massive redundancies in the local, regional, and 

national administrations; fighting for maintaining quality public services and the Welfare State we 

fought so much for creating. 

 

As many European media have pointed out, the success of the general strike in Spain might be 

a clear sign to the neo‐liberal waves swiping throughout Europe. We have demonstrated that trade 

unions are more needed than ever, more useful than ever. Your support, the solidarity of the trade 

unions, has been a powerful vitamin that invigorated our fight. I hope that this good sign marks the 

inflexion point for a fairer, social Europe, for a better world. 

 

Thanks again for your very much appreciated support and solidarity. 

In solidarity, 

 

Julio Lacuerda 
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