
 

 

 
To the Prime Minister of Turkey, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
bimer@basbakanlik.gov.tr; 
receptayyip.erdogan@basbakanlik.gov.tr 
 

 
Ref.: JWG/cb 
 
Brussels, 4 June 2013  
 
Dear Prime-Minister Erdoğan, 
 
EPSU calls on your government to allow the peaceful protests through which people 
express their disagreement with your government and its policies.  
 
These protests, which started with the demands of citizens to keep the Gezi-Park in 
Istanbul have met with police brutality and repression. Two people have been killed, many 
more are injured or have been arrested. The reports on the police violence have been 
shocking and caused Turkish, European and international uproars.  
 
We urge you to release these prisoners without delay or bring charges against them 
immediately. It is completely unacceptable to jail people without clear charges and then 
keep them imprisoned for many months before bringing them to trial. We support the 
demands of the Turkish Platform for the Taksim square: 

 to free all those arrested in the cause of the demonstrations;  

 to drop all charges against them;  

 to hold accountable those responsible for the police violence;  

 and lift all bans on meetings and demonstrations 
 
EPSU affiliated trade unions will be joining the actions and some have called for strike 
action in defense of workers’ rights, wages and democracy. We ask your government to 
respect these protests and trade union actions and enter into dialogue to address the 
legitimate concerns expressed.  
 
We would request you to inform us on the treatment of the prisoners, what steps have 
been taken for an independent inquiry and how your government  intends to start a 
dialogue with the groups that have expressed concerns with government policies.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU Deputy General Secretary 
 
EPSU is the European Federation of Public Service Unions. It is the largest federation of the 
ETUC and comprises 8 million public service workers from over 265 trade unions; EPSU organises 
workers in the energy, water and waste sectors, health and social services and local and national 
administration, in all European countries including in the EU’s Eastern Neighborhood. EPSU is the 
recognized regional organization of Public Services International (PSI). For more information on 
EPSU and our work please go to: http://www.epsu.org 
 
Cc: info@adalet.gov.tr ; muammer.guler@tbmm.gov.tr ; fcelik@csgb.gov.tr ; info@turkey.be  
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