
 
 

 

To the Members of the European Parliament’s Internal Market 
and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO) 

 
 
Ref. : JWG/PC/MM/jp 
Contact person : Jan Willem Goudriaan 
  
 
Brussels, 9 October 2017 
 
 
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
 
Re: Directive on a proportionality test for professions – need to exclude health and 
social care professions  
  
On Wednesday 11 October you will discuss the proposed Directive on a proportionality test 
before the adoption of new regulation of professions. 
 
The European Federation Public Service Unions (EPSU) has many concerns about the 
proposal from the European Commission. By taking cross-border mobility as the sole starting 
point, the proposed Directive will weaken general interest principles that should govern 
health and social care.  Such principles are anchored in European values and reflected for 
example in the Protocol of Services of General Interest (SGI) (Protocol 26 of the TFEU), the 
2006 Council common principles on healthcare, and the Charter of Fundamental Rights. 
 
In general EPSU welcomes therefore that the draft report from Mr Schwab proposes to 
exclude healthcare (amendment 25, 3) from the scope of the Directive. While EPSU would 
have welcomed a broader carve-out of health and social care in order to safeguard the 
general interest / public service mission that should drive EU policy in these services, this is 
an essential step.   
 
If the Committee and the European Parliament were to water down the already limited 
exclusion of health services proposed by the rapporteur it would represent a substantial set-
back for all those who recognise that Member States need support and direction in their 
efforts to regulate health and care services in the general interest.   
 
For these reasons, we ask you to support Mr Schwab’s proposal to at least exclude 
fully healthcare from the scope of the Directive. 
 
In addition to amendment 25 that calls for the exclusion of healthcare, we consider that the 
following amendments would improve the general interest aspects of the Directive: 
• 82, 83, 101, 102, 154 that strengthen the general interest  
• 190 on the limits of quantative data  
• 200 on consultation of social partners  
• 232 on the precautionary principle 
• 298 on continuous professional development (CPD)  
• 313 on consultation of social partners 
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A fuller briefing on our position on the Directive is attached.  This explains our view that the 
European Commission proposal is not necessary and that the 2005 /2013 Directives on 
minimum qualifications to be met by health care professionals seeking to assert the right to 
practise their profession in other EU countries without discrimination remains the appropriate 
framework to address any problems faced by health and care professionals.  
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
   
 
 

 
Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU General Secretary 
 
 
 
 


