
  

 

To Valdis Keris, chair LVSADA 
 

Ref.: JWG/RP 
Contact person : Jan Willem Goudriaan 
 
Brussels, 6 November 2019 

 
Dear Valdis 
 
On behalf of the EPSU Executive Committee which met today in Brussels, I am sending 
you solidarity greetings for the protest you are organising in Riga tomorrow calling for 
increased public spending on healthcare. You and your union have clearly done excellent 
work in building a growing coalition of trade unions, professional associations and NGOs 
that are supporting the demonstration.  
 
We hope that the protest brings home to the government and parliament that they need 
to change the proposed budget and to listen to the message coming not just from trade 
unions and other campaigners but also from the European Commission.  
 
In this year’s report setting out the Country Specific Recommendations (CSR) for Latvia, 
the European Commission states that “Low public spending for healthcare” is one of the 
“main reasons for the population’s poor health outcomes.” It goes on to say: “However, 
public financing for healthcare remains well below the European Union average.” It adds 
that: “Latvia faces health workforce shortages, especially of nurses, which hamper the 
delivery of public healthcare and pose risks to the success of the health reforms.” 
 
One of the CSRs for Latvia calls on the government to “Increase the accessibility, quality 
and cost-effectiveness of the healthcare system” and it is clear from the European 
Commission analysis that this requires an increase in funding. In 2019, the government 
allocated the equivalent of 3.9% of GDP to health spending. This is only just over half the 
European average of 7%. Rather than seek to increase this, the budget proposed by the 
government for the next three years will mean spending falls to 3.3% of GDP by 2022.  
 
We understand the demonstration tomorrow will mark the beginning of a first phase of 
actions in the lead up to the vote on the budget in parliament on 14 November. We wish 
you every success with this. We are also ready to offer you further support if the budget 
is approved without a change to health spending and you then launch the second phase 
of your campaign and the planned national petition.  
 
Yours in solidarity, 

 
 
 
 
 

Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU General Secretary 
 


