
 

 

 
Members of the COVI Committee, 
European Parliament 

Ref. JWG/PSC/cb 
 
Brussels 20 October 2022 
 
 
Subject: Extension of the mandate of the European Parliament’s COVI Committee  

 
Dear MEPs,  

 
The European Federation of Public Sector Unions (EPSU) alongside many other civil society 
organisations called for this special committee to come into existence two years ago. 
 
We welcome the decision of the European Parliament to start working to draw a balance sheet of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
We have been following closely the workings of this committee. Some important aspects of the 
pandemic have been addressed - such as vaccine development, contracts with vaccine 
manufacturers and the public health response to the pandemic (although always from the institutional 
or government point of view). 
 
Unfortunately, there has been a lack of discussion with the victims of the pandemic (patients and 
workers) and how the lack of preventive protective equipment (PPE), staff and decent working 
conditions impacted the crisis management of the pandemic.  
 
In 2021 we published a report that highlighted that over 421.000 long-term care workers had 
abandoned the sector. In the meantime, the European Commission has published Europe’s Care 
Strategy, yet your committee has not taken such issues into their workings. Recent research of WHO-
Europe underscores the extent of the problem with exhausted staff, serious issues over pay and 
conditions (attractiveness of the sector) and in the context of preparedness – we are not prepared 
for new pandemics. You will recall that the lack of staff has been a factor in why some, including the 
elderly, could not be taken care of and died. It is important for MEPs and for the European institutions 
to work on a complete picture. This aspect has been missing so far.  
 
We therefore ask you to vote to extend the duration of the mandate of the committee in the upcoming 
coordinators meeting and to make sure that voices from those that were faced with the impact of the 
pandemic are heard in the committee. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU General Secretary 
 
 

https://www.epsu.org/article/meps-commit-pressure-european-parliament-investigate-covid-19-impact-long-term-care
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https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/14-09-2022-ticking-timebomb--without-immediate-action--health-and-care-workforce-gaps-in-the-european-region-could-spell-disaster
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