
 

 

 
To the Members of the European 
Parliament 

 
 
Ref.: JWG/PSC/cb 
 
Brussels, 8 June 2021 

 
 
 
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
  
The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) and our sister organisation Public 
Services International (PSI) are deeply concerned that the EU and Member States continue to 
block progress to fight the Covid‐19 pandemic within the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

The resolution “Meeting the Global Covid-19 challenge: effects of waiver of the WTO TRIPS 
agreement on Covid-19 vaccines, treatment, equipment and increasing production and 
manufacturing capacity in developing countries” once again offers the chance for the EU to 
send a strong signal to the world for overcoming the pandemic in solidarity. 
  
As representatives of health and social care workers across the globe we know that tackling 
the Covid‐19 pandemic requires a rapid solidarity response – not charity – to avoid further 

delays.  Such a response includes a temporary and targeted TRIPS waiver. 
  
Global South countries have only been able to access 1% of vaccines due to lack of supply 
and the high cost of purchasing patented vaccines.  As a consequence, the pandemic 
continues to have a catastrophic effect on health and livelihoods, deepening global inequalities 
and stalling progress towards meeting the sustainable development goals (SDGs).  The slow 
take up of vaccination in the Global South also risks undermining efforts to prevent new 
variants from taking hold in richer countries.  
  
The pharmaceutical industry opposes the waiver but at the same time argues that if the WTO 
were to agree to it, the waiver itself would make little difference. We find this position 

disingenuous.  Clearly the waiver would have an impact. 
 
We therefore ask you to insist that the EU supports the following: 
• To declare Covid-19 vaccines and other important products for tackling the pandemic a 

global public good and to harness all currently unused production capacities – above all 
in the Global South – as soon as possible 

• To quickly implement the TRIPS waiver of intellectual property rights to tackle the 

pandemic in the World Trade Organisation in order to no longer delay the activation of the 
Waiver Clause in the TRIPS Agreement on the prevention, containment and treatment of 
Covid-19, 

• To push for a real transfer of technology, in particular within the framework of the Covid-
19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP) of the World Health Organisation, in accordance with 
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a global security of supply and a sustainable pandemic containment, thereby increasing 
the pressure on relevant companies to participate 

 
Please take important steps for the prevention, containment, and treatment of Covid-19 in the 
vote on 9th June. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU General Secretary 


