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Ref. JWG/mb 
 
Brussels, 23 August 2022 
 
 
Dear Director General, Dear Rafael Mariano Grossi,  

We are aware of the discussions that are going on between the Ukraine, Russia, IAEA and 
UN to allow for a mission to the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) in the city of 
Energodar. We ask you to do your best to speed those discussions up. We also ask you to 
ensure that the inspection delegation meets with the representatives of the trade union.  We 
look forward to your answer. 
 
The ZNPP has been under Russian occupation since 4 March 2022. Russian forces are 
placed inside the nuclear power plant and there are reports that the powerplant is used as 
cover for artillery that fires from the plant. We share the concerns that this can lead to a 
nuclear disaster.   
 
But so can the treatment of the Russian forces of the staff (about 10.000 workers) of the 
nuclear power plant. We have been informed by the representatives of the staff, the Nuclear 
Power Workers Union (Atomprofsilka) that: 
 

- during this period  the workers and trade union members -  ZNPP employees (about 
10,000 employees) perform their professional duties related to the operation of 
nuclear power plant under the control of Russian troops, as well as engineers of the 
Russian company Rosatom (about 10-15 people). 

- physical and psychological pressure on the NPP workers is applied on a daily basis 
and increases. The inspection procedure at the ZNPP entrance checkpoint before 
the start of the shift is an example and especially for women working at the plant is 
an ordeal. 

- workers have been kidnapped, confirmed by the National Nuclear Energy 
Generating Company (NNEGC) Energoatom, about 100 plant workers were 
kidnapped during the occupation.  

- On July 4, Andriy Honcharuk, an employee of the ZNPP hydro shop, a professional 
scuba diver, was tortured to death, who was forced to drain the cooling pool, 
violating the nuclear regulations of Ukraine. 

- Starting from August 4, Russian troops are shelling facilities on the territory of ZNPP 
and Energodar microdistricts, there are wounded and dead civilians. 
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The trade union representing those workers is concerned that lies are spread, and false flag 
operations conducted to blame Ukraine for any security problems that Russia itself causes, 
for example linked to the decoupling of the power plant from the Ukrainian network. You will 
be aware that the Russian occupation forces have announced that the ZNPP will be 
subordinated to the Russian nuclear company Rosatom from September 1, 2022 and switch 
electricity flows to the Crimea and the territory of the Russian Federation. This is a 
dangerous process and is in violation of all international norms in the field of nuclear energy.  
 
We ask you treat this with urgency and pay attention to the situation of the workers in the 
plant. Nuclear accidents can be caused by human failures, especially if workers are put 
under pressure, experience fatigue etc. due to the Russian occupying forces. It is crucially 
important that the trade union can do its work to represent the workers, prevent exploitation 
and demand respect for the health and safety and other regulations that exist. The best 
would of course be for the Russian forces to completely withdraw from the plant and the 
vicinity and go back as has been asked by the UN.  
 
For a contact with the Ukrainian Nuclear Power Workers Trade Union, please do not 
hesitate to contact:  

Lesia Semeniaka 
International Officer of Atomprofspilka 
Tel. +38 044 205 74 17 
 
The President of the union is Valery Matov. The union will be able to point to the contacts 

with the workplace representatives in ZNPP.  

We look forward to your information and how the trade union will be consulted.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Jan Willem Goudriaan 
EPSU General Secretary 


