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International Workers' Memorial Day, April 28, 2010 

Unions make work safer. Members make unions stronger 
 
Under the banner theme adopted by the Global Unions for 2010, "Unions Make Work Safer," this April 28, 
International Workers' Memorial Day, we commemorate our fellow workers who have lost their lives or 
been injured in the workplace.   
 
At the same time, Public Services International general secretary Peter Waldorff says, “We must commit to 
redoubling our efforts to stem the concerted attack on public services around the world, which in turn 
affects occupational health and safety conditions. In one country after another, in provinces, states and 
municipalities everywhere, budget cuts are being applied to reduce government deficits, in the shadow of 
the economic crisis.” 
 
Waldorff notes that as workforces are cut, the burden of providing essential services with inadequate 
resources falls on the shoulders of a shrinking number of public employees. These workers face longer 
working hours, increased workloads and stress. Fatigue increases the number of mistakes, sometimes with 
grave consequences, especially in the health and utilities sectors. Workplace violence continues to rise as 
frustrated citizens unleash their anger on public servants. 
 
A key component of an effective response is to increase union density, have active unions in every 
workplace, and engage rank and file members in comprehensive occupational health and safety strategies. 
 
Starting in the health sector, PSI launched programs in 2008 to engage rank and file workers in participatory 
processes to map hazards in their workplaces, develop prevention, protection and treatment programs, 
negotiate policies with management and create health and safety committees to put these plans into action. 
These programs are designed to tap the knowledge and motivation of workers to effectively address 
occupational hazards, and to recruit new members and strengthen union structures. 
 
In the public sector, health workers face the risk of acquiring chronic or fatal diseases due to needlestick 
injuries or exposure to air-borne pathogens or dangerous chemicals, prison guards sustain violent attacks, 
sanitation workers suffer injuries handling heavy equipment, utilities workers are exposed to various 
physical hazards, and administrative employees suffer from repetitive motion injuries or poor indoor air 
quality or poor lighting.  
 
Unions make work safer. Members make unions stronger.  
 
 

Public Services International (PSI) is a global trade union federation that represents 20 million women and men working in the public 
services around the world. It has 693 affiliated unions in 156 countries and territories. PSI is an autonomous body, which works in 
association with federations covering other sectors of the workforce and with the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC). PSI is an 
officially recognised non-governmental organisation for the public sector within the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and has 
consultative status with ECOSOC and observer status with other bodies such as UNCTAD and the WTO. 


