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The General Strike on 29 March was a great success  
 
10.2 million workers supported the general strike, and 4 million people participated in 
the 111 demonstrations held all over the country  
 

 
 
The general strike called by CCOO and UGT on 29 March against labour reform and in 
defense of public services has been a resounding success.  
 
Despite threats and attempts at blackmail by some employers seeking to discredit the 
strike, the pharmaceutical/chemical and metallurgical sectors, the shipping industry, 
cleaning and rubbish collection, transportation, post, construction, central markets and 
centres of logistics distribution ground to a halt, with a practically universal following of 
the strike by their workers. Newspapers did not reach the news-stands, and many 
television and radio stations only broadcast short news updates. More than 75% of 
Spain’s wage-earners supported the call to strike made by CCOO and UGT.  
 
Energy consumption fell by 25% as compared with the previous Thursday, and was 
lower than on the previous Sunday. Production-related energy consumption fell by 
88.8%, a rate higher than that observed during the general strikes of 2002 and 2010. 
This is in spite of the fact that some companies and town halls left their lights on day 
and night to lower the figure.  
 
111 demonstrations were held, with the participation of over 4 million people all over 
Spain.  
 
The estimated number of participants in the demonstrations as classified by Autonomy 
(Region) are as follows: Andalucía 360,000; Aragón 200,000; Asturias 100,000; 
Cantabria 35,000; Castilla y León 208,500; Castilla La Mancha 60,000; Catalunya 
1,000,000; Euskadi 60,000; Extremadura 25,000; Galicia 295,000; Illes Balears 74,000; 
Canarias 160,000; Madrid 900,000; Murcia 110,000; País Valencià 400,000; La Rioja 
25,000; Ceuta 300; Melilla 1,000; Navarra 20,000. 
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March 29th has sent a clear message that Spanish workers are not willing to accept 
further reductions in labour and social rights, and demand the withdrawal of the 
government’s labour reform plan. Ignacio Fernández Toxo, the General Secretary of 
CCOO, told the crowds in Madrid that “This strike poses an opportunity for negotiation, 
without which there will be an increase in social conflict until the Government modifies 
its plans substantially.” 
 
“The trade unions have proposals and alternatives”  
 
CCOO and UGT are planning an increasing number of protests and actions, including 
the May Day demonstration. Over the next few days the unions will be addressing the 
President, the political party groups in Parliament, as well as Employers’ organizations 
in an offer of dialogue directed towards the establishment of a broad consensus on 
how to increase economic activity and reduce unemployment in Spain.  
 
CCOO and UGT will also present allegations against the proposed labour reform to the 
Defensor del Pueblo, and register a formal complaint with the ILO based on the 
infringement by the Spanish Government in its projected Labour Reform of several 
international Conventions that have been ratified by Spain. The unions will also ask the 
President of Parliament to accelerate the presentation of the Iniciativa Legislativa 
Popular that CCOO and UGT presented months ago, signed by over a million people, 
proposing alternatives for job creation.  
 
Last but not least, we would like to thank all of the trade unions around the world that 
have sent us messages of support and shown us their solidarity.  
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