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            Everyone's health and safety counts

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Press Release of ETUC on the occasion of International Workers' Memorial Day. Everyone’s health and safety at work matters – for workers, his or her family and loved ones, and for employers.
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            (April 2017) Services union ver.di has negotiated a new framework agreement with the Veolia waste and environmental company which it sees as a landmark agreement in a sector which has seen a substantial erosion of collective bargaining coverage with intense wage competition. Around 4500 employees will be covered by the agreement which will include rules on working time, leave, additional payments and retirement and other social provisions.
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            Union wants action on precarious work in waste sector
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            (March 2017) The waste and environment section of the FNV trade union highlights the findings of a recent report that found more than a third of workers (34%) in the waste sector working on precarious contracts. The union stresses in particular that this raises serious safety issues. There are problems of ensuring that agency workers, for example, get all the appropriate protective clothing and appropriate training. The union also argues, as in a recent case, that precarious workers are more likely to be involved in workplace accidents, often taking too many risks in trying to show they are
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            EPSU’s Utilities SC grapples with challenges of digitalisation and a just transition through social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A packed EPSU Utilities Standing Committee grappled with the massive impact digitalisation is having on Europe’s utilities sector.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Digitalisation

                            Electricity

                            Energy

                            Health and Safety

                            Waste

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jan. 30, 2017
        
                    
                    
        
                            2017 January epsucob@NEWS 02

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Waste company sacks union officials
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  Hungary


        

                
                
        
                            (January 2017) EPSU has sent a message of support to four members of the HVDSZ 2000 municipal and waste union who were sacked by their employer, FKFzrt. The four are part of a collective bargaining negotiating team and were paid by company as part of a normal arrangement but which the company now claims contravenes the law on independent unions. The union, supported by its confederation MASZSZ, has set up an online campaign backed by the Labourstart website.
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            EPSU supports sacked waste company trade unionists in Hungary

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent a solidarity message to the HVDSZ 2000 union in Hungary, four of whose members, including its president András Király, have been summarily sacked.
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            Waste workers strike over pay
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            (August 2016) The STAL local government union organised four days of industrial action at the Valorlis solid waste treatment company that operates in the Leiria district of central Portugal. The workers were on an overtime ban on 13, 14 and 15 August, followed by 24 hours of strike action on 16th. The union argues that shareholders in the privatised company have been benefitting from company profits while workers have been denied pay increases as the company claims it has had to follow government austerity measures. Read more at STAL (PT).
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            Waste workers step up action
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            (July 2016) Workers in the waste sector, will take two days of strike action on 11-12 July in their continuing campaign over pay and conditions and health and safety. The unions, FP-CGIL, Fit Cisl, UilTrasporti and Fiadel, have already organised industrial action on 30 May and 15 June calling for a new collective agreement. The previous agreement expired at the end of 2013. The unions also want action to improve health and safety for the 100000 workers employed in both public and private waste sectors. Read more at FP-CGIL (IT).
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            Unions to strike in public and private waste industry
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            (May 2016) The four main unions that organise in the public and private sector waste industry are planning to strike on 30 May. There are many elements to the unions' protest including the need to defend a sector agreement in the industry, to stop cuts in pay and jobs, to ensure public procurement is used to deliver quality services and to improve health and safety. Around 100000 workers are employed in the industry and the unions involved are FP-CGIL, Fit-Cisl, Uiltrasporti and Fiadel. Read more at FP-CGIL (IT)
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            Waste - follow-up conference

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            19 January 2011, Brussels, ETF {{Waste sector follow-up meeting to the EPSU Conference on Utilities in the European context - Change, Modernization and Adaptation: Lisbon agenda 2020 and workers}} 19
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            Short report of the ETUI-EPSU seminar on the Circular Economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (10 February 2016) The concept of the circular economy is gaining more attention and recognition. The European Commission presented proposals on how to achieve it as part of the Circular
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            Circular Economy and the Waste sector - EPSU/ETUI seminar

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The circular economy: what does it mean for worker participation and sustainable working conditions in the waste sector? 
 The European Worker Participation Competence Centre and the Research Department of
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            EPSU South East European waste management seminar: 27-28 January – Bucharest

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (2 February 2016) Trade Unions from the south east European region face a number of challenges linked to public service privatization in the waste sector. Most of the unions in
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            Time for more ambition on jobs in the EU's Circular Economy Package

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (16 December 2015 - press release) Today European ministers will have the chance to discuss Commissioner Vella’s proposals for the promotion of a Circular Economy when the European Commission [presents-&gt;http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/12/16-envi-indicative-programme/]
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            'With less ambitious targets, come fewer jobs' say public service workers on Circular Economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (Press Release – 2 December 2015) The new Circular Economy Package announced today is less ambitious than its axed predecessor, with weaker targets and fewer potential jobs. This despite the
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