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      Supporting campaigns, strikes and protests
Solidarity is a core area of our joint European trade union work There are common elements to many of the actions of public service unions as we fight for better pay and working conditions or when we defend trade union rights or protest against privatisation and attacks on public services. Any expression of solidarity is welcomed by unions and it can be a real boost to their campaign when EPSU, its affiliates and other trade union organisations, not only send messages of support but also messages of protest to companies, employers and governments. This briefing gives examples of our solidarity work in recent years.
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            EPSU Executive Committee supports the general strike of FSSHK in health services in Kosovo

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Executive Committee sent a solidarity letter to the Federation of Health Trade Unions of Kosovo (FSSHK) for their general strike in the public health institutions on 25th November 2021.
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            Losses to OECD tax havens could vaccinate global population three times over: new global report

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Countries are losing a total of $483 billion in tax a year to global tax abuse committed by multinational corporations and wealthy individuals – enough to fully vaccinate the global population against COVID-19 more than three times over.
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            EPSU expresses its solidarity with the Italian waste workers on strike

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Italian waste workers will strike against proposals of the employers to force more flexibility and precarious conditions on them on 8 November.
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            Massive support for CGIL and Italian unions – Never again fascism #Maipuifascismi

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following the attack on the head office of the Italian confederation CGIL by the fascists, Italian and European workers know what is at stake.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Solidarity

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 13, 2021
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: action 14 October child care Austria]




    
    
        
            EPSU expresses solidarity with Austrian childcare workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Childcare workers take to the streets in Austria 14 October.
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            EPSU supports CGIL and the Italian unions against the attacks of the extreme-right

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The head-office of the Italian trade union Confederation CGIL was stormed by extreme right wing groups Saturday 9 October.
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            Joint Statement on Sustainable Corporate Governance

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday, September 30th, leading officials of the European trade union federations EFFAT, EPSU, IndustriAll Europe and UNI Europa as well as the ETUC met with the cabinet of European Commissioner Thierry Breton (Internal Market).
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            EPSU calls on Ukrainian parliament and government to address trade union concerns over Labour law reform

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Ukrainian Parliament, the Verkovna Rada, is considering reform of the labour law. Many of its amendments would be regressive for workers’ rights and would not be compatible with international labour standards.
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            Solidarity with Turkish Public service workers on strike for higher pay, better conditions and more workplace democracy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Turkish Public Services Confederation KESK and its affiliates are on strike 27 August. EPSU supports the strike and the demands of the unions for decent wages and fair working conditions.
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            European and Global unions on human rights abuses in Afghanistan and on receiving refugees and stopping deportations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The scenes of the fall of Kabul and take-over of the government of Afghanistan by the Taliban have sent shivers through the spines of many.
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            EPSU solidarity with general strike on 18 August

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Brazilian public service unions are calling for a general strike on 18 August.
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            More efforts needed by European Union to Stop nuclear weapons and to support the Treaty to ban them

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Olympic Games are in full swing in Japan. Athletes are doing wonderful and sportsmanship and comradery show how people can relate to each other.
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            Health and social care feature in report on labour shortages
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                            A new report from the Eurofound research agency analyses the extent of labour shortages across Europe and some of the measures being taken to address them. One of the main sectors of interest is health and social care and the report highlights the risks posed by such shortages to the viability of high-quality care provision. These were seen as particularly acute in Germany and in the Nordic countries, where shortages of skilled staff have led to long waiting times for patients. They also mean high workloads for professionals, ultimately contributing to higher turnover rates and reducing the
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            French energy unions achieve major success - dismantling and privatisation of energy company stopped

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following several years of battle, the French energy unions and their allies achieved a major victory when the French government withdrew the plan to dismantle energy company EDF.
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            Fit for 55 does not deliver a just transition for the energy poor

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The extension of emission trading to buildings – a serious threat to over 50 million Europeans.
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