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      Supporting campaigns, strikes and protests
Solidarity is a core area of our joint European trade union work There are common elements to many of the actions of public service unions as we fight for better pay and working conditions or when we defend trade union rights or protest against privatisation and attacks on public services. Any expression of solidarity is welcomed by unions and it can be a real boost to their campaign when EPSU, its affiliates and other trade union organisations, not only send messages of support but also messages of protest to companies, employers and governments. This briefing gives examples of our solidarity work in recent years.
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            The Right to health as a fundamental human right needs to be implemented in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU supported CGIL members in their demonstration on 24 June in Rome calling for the implementation of the right to health as stipulated in the Italian Constitution.
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            EPSU backs firefighters and care staff in latest industrial action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to two affiliates who are the latest public service unions to take industrial action to tackle staffing shortages and win better pay and conditions.
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            International Nurses Day 2023: fed up nurses call for higher pay and safe staffing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate International Nurses Day on 12 May, we honour the immense contributions of nurses in our society. Although the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic may be behind us, we must never forget the bravery demonstrated by nurses throughout the crisis.
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            EPSU expresses solidarity with workers following tragic murder of psychiatrist in Italy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has expressed its deepest condolences to the family, friends, and colleagues of Dr. Barbara Capovani, a psychiatrist who was brutally murdered while carrying out her duties at a hospital in Pisa, Italy.
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            World Health Day 2023: workers call for urgent action to improve working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2023, health and social care workers represented by the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) call for urgent action to improve working conditions, reminding policymakers that there is no healthcare without healthcare workers.
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            Staff shortages, European Health Data Space and Social Dialogue discussed by the Health and Social care trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 23 February 2023 health and social care unions representatives met for the first time this year at the Standing Committee of Health and Social Services.
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            Solidarity message from ETUC to health and care workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The ETUC fully supports Europe’s health and social care workers.
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            Belgian social service workers denounce an overload of work and a lack of staff

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU stands in solidarity with social service workers in Brussels on strike today.
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            EPSU stands together with SES against the violent attack on health workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU General Secretary Jan Willem Goudriaan sends a letter to the Health Minister of Turkey denouncing the attack on SES members.
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            Latvia: health union takes further action on pay

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of the LVSADA health and social care trade union are today involved in their second bout of warning strikes in two months as they put pressure on the government to deliver higher pay across the sector.
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            Workers across Europe gather for Public Service Day

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and its affiliates came together to mark UN Public Service Day on Thursday, 23 June 2022.
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            Strike in ORPEA France as scandals continue – EPSU expresses solidarity with workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers in the homes and clinics of the multinational company ORPEA are following a call for strike action from French union CGT-Sante.
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            Report of Activities 2021 now available

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Executive Committee approved the report of activities. It shows the work of affiliates and the Federation during the year like on Public Service Day 23 June and Global Care Day 29 October.
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            EPSU and the Social Employers joint statement on the situation in Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU and the Social Employers condemn Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine and deplore the atrocities that have been committed against Ukrainian civilians.
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            World Health Day 2022: investment in health and social care vital to address increasing staff shortages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Two years of global pandemic exposed the deficiencies in Europe’s health and care systems – and it’s time to protect the workers who ensured its survival
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