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            World Water Day: right to water and sanitation can be secured by promoting Public-Public Partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year after the successful EESC European Blue Deal conference, EPSU urges the European Commission to intensify its actions in favor of an unalienable right to water and sanitation.
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            International support to Italian ENEL workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Filctem-CGIL, Flaei-CISL, and Uiltec-UIL are currently mobilising in protest of Enel Group’s decision to make unilateral changes in working hours arrangements, outsourcing operations on the electricity grid, and refusing to renew the remote work agreement.
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            Human right to water still waiting after 12 years of promises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On January 23rd the European Commission and the Council issued a press release announcing new hygiene rules for materials and products in contact with water.
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            COP28: new wins for workers and an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels, but no explicit commitments

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After two weeks of tough negotiations, COP28 has just concluded with an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
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            Water sector deal delivers pay increase and €16 hourly minimum wage
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union has negotiated a new agreement covering workers in the water sector which is now out for approval by members. It provides a 4.25% increase as of 1 January 2024, along with €50 on the full-time salary. There will be a further pay increase of 2.5% in January 2025. This marks an improvement on the employers’ previous offer and follows some extra pressure from the presentation of a workers’ petition. The new salary structure now has a minimum wage of €16 an hour – a key union target. The collective agreement runs until 1 July 2025.
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            EPSU: “Don’t water down the polluter-pays principle”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a joint statement on the polluter-pays principle for the Wastewater Treatment Directive.
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            Decarbonization, European Parliament elections and energy transition updates at the Utilities Standing Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 59th meeting of the Standing Committee on Utilities took place on 4 October.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Electricity

                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Waste

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Sep. 26, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EU Blue Deal — a plan for the future of our water.]




    
    
        
            EPSU joins EU Blue Deal event to advocate for Right to Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Amid growing concerns about water scarcity and the urgent need for sustainable water management, EPSU participated in a recent event titled ‘EU Blue Deal — a plan for the future of our water.’
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            Water struggles and climate change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Water is a public good and European water policy must be orientated towards this. A European Water Strategy must be based on recognising the human rights to water and sanitation based on publicly owned water services.
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            Greek water workers and water movement achieve success as water companies return to state control

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Privatisation

                            Remunicipalisation

                            Water

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 20, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Right2Water EPSU logo]




    
    
        
            Right to Water and the EU Blue Deal in the European Economic and Social Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Due to climate change, people in Europe experience more and more severe heatwaves, flooding, and scarcity issues.
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            New European report on essential services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 June, the European Commission published its long-awaited report on ‘access to essential services: key challenges for the most vulnerable’.
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            Public services key to a Europe ‘beyond growth’

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe must reject a return to austerity and support the workers who promote social wellbeing.
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            Water workers win pay guarantee while health unions want COVID scheme maintained
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            A nationwide strike on 7 June by SIPTU members in local authority water services was averted following the decision by the government to guarantee that any workers who do not want to transfer to the new public water company, Uisce Éireann, will have all their earnings protected. The key issue for the union was to secure the guarantee in relation to workers’ allowances and overtime payments they accrue currently as part of their work. Meanwhile, INMO and other health unions have called for the extension of the temporary special leave with pay scheme for workers with COVID to be extended. The
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