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            No profit from the pandemic - vaccine for all!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Global Health Day 2021 Statement: On the 7th of April, we celebrate Global Health. The COVID-19 pandemic has showed us how vital health and care services are to our lives and our societies.
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            EPSUs’ Central European and Western Balkan Constituency of unions: vaccinations, vaccinations...

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is causing high numbers of infections, hospitalisations and death in the countries of the constituency.
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            Members of regional, national and European Parliaments call for COVID-19 inquiry committees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU together with the NGOs Age Platform and the European Disability Forum organized an event to call on the European Parliament to investigate the shortcomings and mistakes made that led to the tragic spike of deaths in care homes across Europe during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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            Emergency agreement implemented across several regions
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            The collective agreement on pay and working time in emergencies is being applied across several regions in response to the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus. The agreement was negotiated across the public services in 2019 in response to what at the time were the demands placed on fire and rescue services by forest fires. It covers, among other things, the increase of regular working hours to a maximum of 48 hours per week and provides for additional payments with special emergency overtime permitted on top of regular working hours. The agreement also enables the hiring and lending of
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            7th April 2021 World Health Day - No profit from the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This #WorldHealthDay, join us in demanding vaccine access for all health and care workers, so that they can continue to save lives!
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            The COVID-19 death toll of health and care workers continues to rise 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Data collated and analysed by Amnesty International paints a worrying picture about the rate of COVID-19 deaths among health and care workers in Europe, and the lack of transparency in recording and reporting these deaths.
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            EPSU Affiliates meet online for Social Services Working Group

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the agenda of the LRG/HSS Social Services Working Group was the COVID-19 vaccination campaign, research into privatization of social services, social dialogue in social services and the workplan of the WG.
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            EPSU Standing Committee on Health and Social Services discussed how to better support health workers during the pandemic and making the COVID- 19 vaccine a public good

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 11 March 2021 members of the EPSU Standing Committee on Health and Social Services met for the first time this year to discuss the situation in the sector at the national and the EU level.
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            Respect for trade union rights, collective bargaining and social dialogue part of our democratic values – say North East European constituency unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU affiliates of North East Europe expressed their concerns about developments in the region in the online meeting of the North East European constituency on 3 March. They received information about the situation in Armenia, Belarus, Georgia and Ukraine.
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            The COVID-19 pandemic one year on: the need to revalue our public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year ago today, the World Health Organisation declared COVID-19 a global pandemic.
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            COVID-19: EPSU supports calls for rapid vaccine rollout as health worker death toll rises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report reveals that at least 4100 health and social care workers have died from COVID19 in Europe.
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            Union pushes for wider application of COVID-19 bonuses
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  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            The vpod public services trade union has welcomed the award of a COVID-19 bonus at the Cantonal (regional) hospital in Zug. The allocation of CHFr 1.2 million (EUR 1.1m) will mean the 1000-strong staff will get about CHFr 1000 each (EUR 1080). The union argues that such payments should be applied more broadly across the sector and launched a campaign at the end of February targeting 300 health institutions in three other cantons – St Gallen, Thurgau and Appenzell. The vpod stresses the fact that this is a special payment and doesn’t deflect from the need for much better pay and conditions for
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            Prison services union takes action over safety and staffing
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  Greece


        

                
                
        
                            The OSYE prison services union took six days of strike action at the end of February and beginning of March over key demands on safety and staffing. The union is particularly concerned about staff on long working hours and the massive backlog of rest days and holidays that are owed to workers who have done extra shifts to compensate for understaffing. EPSU sent a message of solidarity.



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            EPSU

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Mar. 05, 2021
        
                    
                    
        
                            2021 EPSU Collective Bargaining News March No.5

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Study highlights union role in response to pandemic
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            A new study of the impact of the pandemic in social care in eight countries reveals the problems faced by social care workers and the extent to which trade union action has helped to address issues around personal protective equipment (PPE), sick pay, working time and understaffing. There has been a shortage of PPE in all countries, but it was only in Sweden that a trade union had to take legal action for its members' right to use personal protective equipment. Increased overtime was a challenge in all countries but with split shifts being a particular problem in Sweden. The pandemic exposed
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