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      A secure and affordable supply of energy, clean water and sustainable waste management are basic needs for each individual and our communities in society. EPSU believes that the best way to ensure that these needs are met is through the public management of utilities services, proper regulation of the sector and decent working conditions for employees. We represent workers in the electricity, gas, water and waste sectors – both public and private – and it is our job to make sure that their voices are listened to at a European level.


EPSU’s Utilities work has seen a number of successes, most notably the ECI Campaign Right2Water, in which nearly two million European citizens joined our call for the implementation of the human right to clean drinking water and sanitation in the EU.


Tuscany Bell is the EPSU policy officer for the sector. The President of the Standing Committee is Mrs. Donna Rowe-Merriman, UNISON, U.K.
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            EPSU Position on the European Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Challenging consensus on the use of market-based solutionsto fight climate breakdown. The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) welcomes the Green Deal proposed by the European Commission as a holistic response to the climate emergency.
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            EPSU Utilities Sanding Committee: role of the public sector and a just transition for workers must be at the core of the EU Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (27 February 2020) On 26th February, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Utilities, bringing together EPSU affiliates from across Europe. The key elements addressed during this meeting were
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            Deaths of workers in Waste Management Sector in one week: Lack of compliance in Health and Safety

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU statement - In the week beginning 17th February, there were three workers deaths in the waste management sector in Europe.
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            Discussing Green Deal with Diederik Samson, Head of Cabinet Timmermans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Green Deal and the various policies to implement it, was the main topic of a discussion between representatives of Dutch union FNV and Diederik Samson.
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            More public money needed in Just Transition Fund

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has announced today that the just transition fund will include €7.5 billion of “fresh money”.
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            Is the proposed Transition Fund really just? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Betting on private investment and market-based mechanisms won’t help deliver a just transition for workers.
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            EPSU challenges Brussels consensus on market-based solutions to fight climate breakdown

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the past months, EPSU has sought to influence the debate around decarbonisation of the European economy and the need for a just transition.
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            Obscure Energy Treaty could thwart EU's Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Civil society organisations including EPSU and PSI demand end to fossil fuel protection as Energy Charter Treaty revision starts.
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            Brussels becomes a Blue Community! Committed to less plastic and the right to water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 29 November 2019, the Brussels Region officially became a Blue Community. EPSU is a proud partner of the Brussels Blue Community project, and is pleased to have been part of this event which celebrates being one step closer to ensuring the right to water across Europe.
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            It’s now or never – will the EU commit to a socially just green deal?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU wants the EU’s energy ministers to commit to real change when they meet to discuss and debate the European Commission's energy policy priorities for 2019-2024, on 4 December.
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            Public debate on the future of Europe’s energy system

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 10th December, EPSU is opening up a public debate on the future of Europe’s energy system.
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            European Sectoral Social Dialogue in the gas sector reactivated: What role for gas in a decarbonised European economy?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 October 2019, The European trade union federations, EPSU and IndustriAll-Europe, and the industry association Eurogas, restarted their European Social Dialogue in the gas sector, which has been dormant since 2012.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Gas

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 28, 2019
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Gas social dialogue 3 Logos EUROGAS INDUSTRIALL EPSU]




    
    
        
            European Sectoral Social Dialogue in the gas sector reactivated:  The role of gas in a de-carbonised European economy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European trade union federations, industriAll European Trade Union and EPSU, and the industry association Eurogas, restarted their European Social Dialogue in the gas sector
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            Standing Committee on Utilities elects its new presidium and adopt the  Programme of Actions 2019-2024

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 2 October, EPSU held its biannual Standing Committee (SC) on Utilities which drew together EPSU affiliates from across the continent, including representatives from Russia.
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