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      Collective bargaining – trends and developments


Collective bargaining is a core activity of trade unions and EPSU’s affiliates negotiate with public service employers at every level. This can range from national public-sector wide bargaining to sector and local negotiations with public sector employers but also private and non-profit providers of public services. EPSU works with the European Trade Union Confederation to try to improve collective bargaining rights for all workers across Europe. We also act as a European information point so that EPSU affiliates are aware of trends in public service negotiations. EPSU’s collective bargaining newsletter provides regular updates on developments across Europe.


  



            

        
            
        

  
    
      
            
          Sort by 
          
            
                                                            Date
                                                                                    

            	Date
	Relevance


          

        

  
  


    
    

  
    
      
      
          


    
        
            May. 31, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU President Mette Nord at ETUC Congress, 23-26 May 2023 in Berlin, Germany]




    
    
        
            ETUC celebrates 50 years at Berlin Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large EPSU delegation joined hundreds of other trade unionists from across Europe to celebrate 50 years of struggle for Europe’s workers and people. We ended the ETUC Congress with the election of a new team and the adoption of an action plan titled ‘Together for a Fair Deal for Workers in Europe’.
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            Trade union rights top agenda leadership EPSU and Verdi

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Many public service unions are involved in industrial actions including strikes across Europe.
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            Public service unions address cost-of-living crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Leaders of Europe’s public service unions discussed the impact of the cost of living crisis and the impact on workers.
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            No to austerity and mobilising for alternatives argues EPSU at ETUC MidTerm Conference

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As recovery from the pandemic is taking place several finance ministers have started to argue we have to go back to balanced budgets and reduce state debts. EPSU and many other unions argued at the ETUC mid term conference that we can not go back to austerity.
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            Respect for trade union rights, collective bargaining and social dialogue part of our democratic values – say North East European constituency unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU affiliates of North East Europe expressed their concerns about developments in the region in the online meeting of the North East European constituency on 3 March. They received information about the situation in Armenia, Belarus, Georgia and Ukraine.
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            EPSU Round Table with the UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            “Public services are not only the greatest leveller, they civilise our societies”.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Early Childhood Education and Care

                            Collective Bargaining

                            Economic Policy

                            Health

                            Low pay/minimum wages

                            Quality employment

                            Social Services

                            Tax justice

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 05, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: WAGES @canstock photo kgtoh 950px]




    
    
        
            Fair Minimum Wage on the agenda of the ETUC Executive Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Close to 200 European trade union leaders joined in an online discussion and agreed several policies.
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            South East European Constituency – unions mobilise to assist workers in the pandemic

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic is raging in several of the countries in the constituency.
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            ETUC Executive Committee: Collective Bargaining, Democracy at Work, Recovery Plan and more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s union leaders considered the growing impact of the wreckage the pandemic and the measures to contain it is causing.
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            North East European Constituency: Impact of the pandemic is leaving deep traces

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The measures to contain the pandemic are leaving deep traces in the countries of North East Europe even though there are large differences.
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            EPSU leadership supporting Ukrainian workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The leadership of EPSU discussed the results of the ETUC Executive Committee regarding the first phase consultation on fair minimum wages.
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            ETUC Executive Committee considers reply to first phase consultation on fair minimum wages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The main item on the agenda was the response of the ETUC to the First Phase Consultation of Social Partners under Article 154 TFEU on a possible action addressing the challenges related to fair minimum wages.
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            ETUC Executive discusses collective bargaining, enlargement, due diligence, migration, trade and much more

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The last Executive Committee of the ETUC this year debated promoting collective bargaining and improving wages.
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            EPSU Executive Committee: Stop Violence against women and more on its agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EPSU Executive Committee fully committed to the actions to Stop the Violence against Women planned for 25 November.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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