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            Staff shortages: towards a European Health Workforce Strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU highlights how the EU can tackle safe staffing in health and care at High-Level Conference on Health Union.
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            Public sector workers back new collective agreement
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of public sector unions have voted by a large majority to accept the pay agreement negotiated earlier this year. The agreement runs from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2026 and provides for pay improvements worth 9.25% but because of flat-rate elements this rises to 17.3% for lower paid workers. This agreement also provides specific provisions for local bargaining, which will give trade unions the scope to negotiate up to an additional 3% of pay costs, inclusive of allowances, for particular grades, groups or categories of employee. The agreement also sees the full and final unwinding of
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            Regional government agreement to apply to church employees 
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union has reached a collective bargaining agreement with the EKBO evangelical church which employs approximately 8,000 employees. The wage increases that were agreed in regional government earlier this year will be taken over in full by the EKBO collective agreement, albeit with a slight time delay. There will be a tax-free one-off payment of €3000 to mitigate inflation followed by salary increases of €200 in January and a further 5.5% in March 2025 by which time full-time pay will be €340 higher per month. In addition, there are improvements to social and educational services
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and other trade unions have negotiated a new collective agreement in provincial government which will now be subject to a ballot of members. If approved it will run for 18 months from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2025. Employees will see an average increase in pay of more than 7.5% in two steps: an increase of €25 or 4.25% from 1 January 2024 and 2.5% from 1 September 2024. As of 1 January 2024, the minimum wage will be €16 gross per hour. There is a range of other changes, including a new internship allowance, changes to pensions and retirement, new procedure relating so social safety
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            Pressure from unions delivers in health and social care
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  Romania


        

                
                
        
                            Trade unions, including Sanitas and Columna, have managed to secure pay increases for workers in health and social services. According to Sanitas, increases in the health sector vary according to occupation but range up to 26.8% with 20% in social assistance. The union has also been able to resolve discrepancies in salaries affecting a number of specific occupations. Meanwhile Columna has also been active in local government where it organised strike action on 19 March involving nearly 19000 workers as it tries to ensure that the pay increases that apply to health, education and social care



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Mar. 26, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.7

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Health unions negotiate 10%+ pay increases
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  Estonia


        

                
                
        
                            The EAKL trade union confederation reports that health sector trade unions have negotiated pay rises of around 10% for health workers, due to be paid from 1 April. There are some variations across occupations with 10.01% for doctors; 10.03% for specialists; 10.07% for clinical psychologists; 10.09% for nurses and health care support specialists; 14.22% for specialty nurses and midwives; 9.89% for emergency technicians; 10.11% for emergency medical technicians 10.11%; and 10.14% for maintenance workers.
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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            How can the EU tackle the staffing crisis in health and social care?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            New EPSU paper explores how EU OSH competencies can address staff shortages in health and social care.
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            Social partners take action against third-party violence and harassment at work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An unprecedented number of European sectoral trade unions and employers launched negotiations on third-party violence and harassment at work on Tuesday, 19 March 2024, with the support of the European Commission.
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            Developing Collective Bargaining in the Care Sector (DEVCOBA): Partners met in Milan to kick-off new project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            From 29 February to 1 March project partners met in Milan for the kick-off meeting of the DEVCOBA project.
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            Waste, organising, and digitalisation: local and regional government standing committee meets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At its 62nd meeting, the LRG Standing Committee defined its priorities for 2024 in line with the program of action of the 2019 EPSU Congress in Dublin.
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             Towards a just transition: 60th EPSU Utilities standing committee 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The committee discussed, amongst others, strategies to address the energy crisis, related green and social challenges and EU climate target for 2040.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Environment/Climate Change

                            Gas

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 13, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.6

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Pay increases average 13.5% as new public sector pay system implemented
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  Croatia


        

                
                
        
                            After lengthy negotiations a new public sector pay structure is in place that means significant increases to the coefficients used to calculate salaries for different occupations. Overall public sector workers are set to benefit on average by 13.5% in comparison to pay levels in 2023. Most unions are generally happy with the new system, including the HSSMS-MT nurses’ and health workers’ union which is one of 11 to sign the public sector collective agreement. However, other unions, including teaching unions, are unhappy with the outcome and argue that the new system fails to deliver appropriate
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  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The vida services union has negotiated a new collective agreement with religious hospitals that has been approved by 92% of union members. The finalisation of the agreement was also pending confirmation of funding from the City of Vienna. Salaries increase by 8.3% with a 7.9% increase on allowances. The night work allowance for doctors increases to €20.00 an hour (18.8%) and the Sunday allowance to €14.00 an hour (20.9%). For non-medical staff the increase in the night and Sunday allowance takes it to €53.00 (21.5%) for more than four hours, otherwise to €6.63 an hour (21%). Workers get a
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            Labour shortages: Social Partners jointly respond to the European Commission Consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU: An Action Plan

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a coordinated action, EPSU joined with Social Partners in Health and Social Services to responded to the European Commission consultation on Labour and Skills Shortages in the EU Action Plan.
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