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                            Health and Social Services (HSS) is a large and diverse sector that encompasses a wide range of services.


The Social Services aspect includes activities which are mainly to do with Long Term Care (LTC), Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC), community health services, care homes for older and disabled people and social work. In addition, we work in establishing and providing support for European Works Councils in private, not for profit and public care homes.  EPSU Social Services Sector represents care workers across Europe, including health care assistants,  workers in all types of care homes, child care workers and social workers . We organise in public, non-for-profit and private services.


EPSU is the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in the hospital and health care sector throughout the European Union.


Adam Rogalewski is the EPSU Policy Officer for the sector and Samantha Howe is the Policy Assistant for Social Services. The President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Health and Social Services is Kirsi Sillanpää of TEHY (Finland) and the Vice-Presidents are Yolanda Gil of CC.OO (Spain), Dietmar Erdmeier of Ver.di (Germany), and Razvan Gae of Sanitas (Romania).  You can also get their contact details here. -
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            Europe’s health and care workers demand action over growing staff shortage crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Health and social care workers demand that EU’s health ministers take urgent action to address the growing crisis of staff shortages across the European Union.
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            Solidarity message from ETUC to health and care workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The ETUC fully supports Europe’s health and social care workers.
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            Joint ETUI / EPSU Seminar - Preventing Damage to the Mental Health of Health and Care Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Launch of the Report: "Psychosocial Risks in the Healthcare and Long-Term Care Sectors"
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            EU4Health budget ignores the biggest problem in healthcare: lack of staff

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s recently adopted EU4Health work programme overlooks the most significant problem facing Europe’s health and care systems: staff shortages.
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            Social partners in health share concerns on the energy crisis and its impact on the hospital sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Health workers and employers came together for a Sectoral Social Dialogue meeting to discuss the European Year of Skills, hazardous medicinal products, the cost-of-living crisis and more.
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            EPSU speaks to the COVI Committee in the European Parliament

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On November 14, 2022, the COVI Committee held the first of a series of discussions to assess the socio-economic consequences of the pandemic.
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            European Health & Care Workers Demonstration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            9 December 2022, Brussels Delegations of health and care workers across Europe will join an EPSU action on 9 December in Brussels. We are demanding that health ministers put our
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            Belgian social service workers denounce an overload of work and a lack of staff

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU stands in solidarity with social service workers in Brussels on strike today.
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            Better working conditions means high quality health care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Pan European Health and Social Care Conference adopts declaration for urgent measures to address staff shortages and, to that end, calling for a European Demonstration on 9 December
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            Social services workers and representatives meet to discuss challenges ahead

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over 40 EPSU affiliates met in person to reflect on important challenges facing the European social services sector.
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            Health Unions discuss staff shortages and industrial actions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Meeting of EPSU Standing Committee of Health and Social Services, 4 October 2022
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            Czech Presidency visits EPSU – challenges for health and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Deputy Minister for Health, Mr. Josef Pavlovič met EPSU to discuss issues like staffing shortages and the need for more urgency to address this at European Commission level.
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            Workers share stories from the COVID frontlines at European Parliament event

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On Thursday, 29 September a group of health and care workers shared their stories at an extraordinary European Parliament event.
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            EPSU Joins the Care4Care Debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU attended the Care4Care seminar to discuss the new EU care strategy.
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            French trade unions obtain the cancellation of ORPEA workplace elections for fraud

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday (12th September) the local court of Puteaux (France) annulled the professional elections organised by ORPEA in June 2019 in 224 care home facilities of the group over electoral fraud.
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