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                            Health and Social Services (HSS) is a large and diverse sector that encompasses a wide range of services.


The Social Services aspect includes activities which are mainly to do with Long Term Care (LTC), Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC), community health services, care homes for older and disabled people and social work. In addition, we work in establishing and providing support for European Works Councils in private, not for profit and public care homes.  EPSU Social Services Sector represents care workers across Europe, including health care assistants,  workers in all types of care homes, child care workers and social workers . We organise in public, non-for-profit and private services.


EPSU is the recognised European social partner organisation for workers in the hospital and health care sector throughout the European Union.


Adam Rogalewski is the EPSU Policy Officer for the sector and Samantha Howe is the Policy Assistant for Social Services. The President of the EPSU Standing Committee for Health and Social Services is Kirsi Sillanpää of TEHY (Finland) and the Vice-Presidents are Yolanda Gil of CC.OO (Spain), Dietmar Erdmeier of Ver.di (Germany), and Razvan Gae of Sanitas (Romania).  You can also get their contact details here. -


                    

    


  



            

        
            
        

  
    
      
            
          Sort by 
          
            
                                                            Date
                                                                                    

            	Date
	Relevance


          

        

  
  


    
    

  
    
      
      
          


    
        
            Jun. 01, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EP Brussels building ©CanStockPhoto dimarik]




    
    
        
            New ETUI publication -  Beyond economic growth:  The role of trade unions in the transition to well-being

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A further contribution to the ‘beyond growth’ or ‘post-growth’ debates, the recent ETUI working paper sets out the case against the pursuit of undifferentiated economic growth and advocates substantial changes to European economies.
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            Bridging the gap: valuing care professions and advancing gender equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 pandemic exposed a striking paradox in the care sector, where predominantly female professionals are entrusted with crucial responsibilities but receive little recognition and low salaries.
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            International Nurses Day 2023: fed up nurses call for higher pay and safe staffing

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As we celebrate International Nurses Day on 12 May, we honour the immense contributions of nurses in our society. Although the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic may be behind us, we must never forget the bravery demonstrated by nurses throughout the crisis.
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            Profit over people: the impact of market approaches on long-term care and its workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, PSI and the Centre for International Corporate Tax Accountability and Research (CICTAR) have published an analysis on the impact of market approaches to long-term care.
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            “Why is upskilling and reskilling so important for LTC workers? What impact does it have on quality?” 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week, EPSU participated in the online launch event of the ‘Partnership for Skills in Long Term Care – Driving Up Training and Life Long Learning’, organised by the project lead, the European Association of Service providers for Persons with Disabilities.
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            Reducing staff shortages, increasing funding and a dedicated directive are key measures to improve the mental health of the European population

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU participated at the public hearing on the EESC opinion on Measures to Improve Mental Health.
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            World Health Day 2023: workers call for urgent action to improve working conditions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2023, health and social care workers represented by the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU) call for urgent action to improve working conditions, reminding policymakers that there is no healthcare without healthcare workers.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group meets in Brussels to discuss key issues in the care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU Social Services Working Group discussed effective collective bargaining coverage of social care workers in Central and Eastern Europe, the European Commission’s Skills and Talent Package and other topics.
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            Staff shortages, European Health Data Space and Social Dialogue discussed by the Health and Social care trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 23 February 2023 health and social care unions representatives met for the first time this year at the Standing Committee of Health and Social Services.
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            Commission recognises COVID as occupational disease after EPSU campaign

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has officially issued a recommendation to recognise COVID as an occupational disease.
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            EPSU discusses OSH achievements and future plans

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 13 December 2022, EPSU hosted a health and social services (HSS) expert group meeting on occupational safety and health (OSH).
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            Final conference of the SOWELL project: employment relations, labour market and social actors in the care services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This week, EPSU and the Social Employers hosted the final conference of the SOWELL project in Brussels.
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            EPSU representatives meet Commissioner Schmit after European health and care demonstration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today a delegation of health and social care workers coordinated by the European Public Sector Union (EPSU) met with Nicolas Schmit, European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights.
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            Health and care workers take to the streets to demand change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As Europe’s health ministers gathered for a European Council meeting on health, workers from across the continent marched in Brussels to call for action.
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            The voice of EPSU in the press

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In the context of the European protest of health and care workers that EPSU has coordinated with its affiliates for December 9 several articles have been published in the online Brussels-based media.
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