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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            The human touch: can carebots replace human empathy and compassion?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A new report commissioned by EPSU - 'Carebots' and the care crisis - explores questions of how technology is affecting elderly care homes and what it means for care work now and in the future.
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            Improvements to European Works Councils under new draft directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission has unveiled its proposal to amend the directive governing European Works Councils (EWCs), which represent the voice of employees in multinational corporations.
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            Commission proposal for a revision of the EWC Directive: EPSU expectations

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After a delay, the European Commission is expected to publish its proposal for a revision of the European Works Council Directive tomorrow, 24 January.
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            Adoption of EP report on EWCs: Good news for millions of workers in transnational companies

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Trade Union Federations, EFBWW, EFFAT, EPSU, ETF, industriAll and Uni Europa, jointly welcome the adoption by the European Parliament of the own-initiative legislative report on the revision of the European Works Council Directive.
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            European Parliament demands strengthening of workers’ representation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers and the unions have been demanding more work place democracy. Parliament now agrees and is asking new rules and strengthening of existing ones in resolution adopted recently.
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            High-level roundtable on Just Transition in the European Green Deal

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European trade union movement has concerns about the European Commission’s Green Deal and the Fit for 55 proposals.
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            Health and social care: union defends works council but faces fight over dismissals
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di has successfully fought off attempts by the Nord Residenz care company to shut down the works council. On 27 April, the regional labour court in Bremen in North West Germany ruled against the company’s attempts to dismiss the works council chair and her deputy, expel them from the works council and dissolve the works council itself. Nord Residenz is owned by the French multinational Orpea. Ver.di welcomed the many messages of solidarity support from trade unions across Europe and interventions by the state government and mayor of Bremen. Meanwhile, the union faces a major
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            Unions criticise government for excluding them from reform debate
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  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            The main public sector unions, including federations from CCOO and UGT, have called on the government to ensure that trade unions are fully involved in any discussions about reforming public administration. The government has announced that a group of experts from different fields would be established to analyse and formulate proposals for reform. The unions say that it unacceptable that any such work that will affect the working conditions of public employees in areas like digitalisation, for example, should be carried out without negotiation or union participation. The unions are now waiting
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            EU economic policy: no barriers to increased public spending and investment

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU joins with the ETUC in stressing that EU Member States need the freedom to boost public spending and investment to support economic recovery.
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            Special advisor states that Commission has to clarify how it deals with EU level social partner agreements

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This European Commission has given itself a strong mandate to develop the European social dialogue.
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            Opinion of the Advocate-General in the case of EPSU vs the European Commission

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Advocate General Pikamäe delivered its Opinion in the appeal case brought by EPSU against the judgment of the General Court.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Central government

                            Information & consultation

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 15, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: INFORMATION and consultation EPSU logo]




    
    
        
            A critical evaluation of the General Court’s decision in EPSU vs the European Commission

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The verdict of the General Court in the case of European Public Service Union (EPSU) v Commission (T-310/18) is continuing to cause concerns due to its chilling effect on the European social dialogue.
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            10th anniversary of the EU social dialogue committee for central governments

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 3 December 2020, 40 delegates from trade unions (TUNED) and employers in central and federal governments (EUPAE) adopted a statement to mark the 10th anniversary of the EU social dialogue committee.
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            Public service workers deserve democracy at work too!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, Jan Willem Goudriaan, EPSU general secretary, took part in webinar jointly organised by the ETUC /ETUFs and MEP Gabriele Bischoff, in the framework of the action week for more democracy at work.
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