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            EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care Network discuss need for improved dialogue and the establishment of European Works Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 26 March EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) network members met for the first time in 2024 and welcomed 5 new members to the network.
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            Developing Collective Bargaining in the Care Sector (DEVCOBA): Partners met in Milan to kick-off new project

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            From 29 February to 1 March project partners met in Milan for the kick-off meeting of the DEVCOBA project.
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group discuss labour shortages, legislative developments and European Work Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 27 February 48 participants gathered in Brussels for the Social Services Working Group to discuss, among other things, European Works Councils in the care sector, staffing levels and digital care platforms.
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            Building the future Europe: early childhood education and care workers must be recognised

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU highlights the importance of quality early childhood education and care and the chronic staffing issues facing the sector in a new article for Social Europe.
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            Unions push for better pay and conditions for firefighters
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The SINTAP and STAL trade unions have called for a wide range of improvements to the pay and conditions of both public sector and voluntary firefighters. SINTAP members joined a lobby of the government on 1 February and set out their demands, including updating of various allowances covering risk, hardship and permanent availability; revision of the Staff Statute of Professional Firefighters of Local Administration; updating pay scales – (not done since 2002, with exception of the annual increases resulting from the State Budget); and revision of retirement age. Meanwhile, STAL has been making
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            Asbestos in buildings: EU Commission will publish initiative following Unions’ pressure

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission promised, back in 2022, to publish a legislative initiative on the screening of buildings from asbestos.
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            Joint mobilisation by public service unions on 19 March
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            Eight public service trade unions – CFDT, CFE-CGC, CGT, FA, FO, FSU, Solidaires and UNSA – met on 24 January and issued a joint communique condemning the absence of any measures to increase public service pay, particularly in context of sustained inflation. The unions are calling for immediate negotiations to address issues around careers and salaries and have rejected President Emmanual Macron’s talk of better recognizing "merit" as a tactic to avoid the urgent need to improve pay and conditions. The unions have set 19 March as a national day of action, including strikes and other protests
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            Union pushes for transitional agreement in childcare
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union was due to begin talks with childcare employers to negotiate a transitional collective agreement to cover the approximately 114,000 employees in the sector, particularly with a view to address the challenges of retaining and attracting staff. The union notes that staff shortages and heavy workloads are leading to high levels of sickness absence and that the numbers leaving the profession increased significantly in 2023. The aim is to secure a temporary agreement for the second six months of 2024 in the lead up to negotiations over a long-term agreement. A recent FNV survey
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            Union wins 10-year campaign on workplace cancers affecting firefighters
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union has welcomed the decision of the labour market insurance body to recognise that there is sufficient evidence of a causal link between firefighting and two types of cancer: bladder cancer and mesothelioma. The first is linked to exposure to soot and related chemicals (PAHs) and the second linked to exposure to asbestos. This means that firefighters affected by the two serious illnesses will be able to have them recognised as occupational injuries. FOA is not only pleased that its 10-year campaign has led to the change of practice but it also means that previously rejected
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            Childcare workers strike over pay and precarious conditions
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  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            Members of the CCOO trade union in early years education have taken three days of strike action with a fourth planned for 15 November. They also came from all regions of Spain to join a national demonstration in Madrid on 2 November as part of their campaign to secure improvements to pay and secure real progress after over two years of negotiations with private sector employers. The union wants action to address precarious employment conditions and has had to resort to industrial action to put pressure on the employers to negotiate on the issue. The union argues that pay and working conditions
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            Childcare workers protest in the streets of Paris

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            October 19 saw hundreds of childcare workers march through the streets of Paris. The National Day of Action was called by several trade unions and other associations under the coalition 'pas de bébé à la consigne' (no toddler in a locker).
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group debates social dialogue and collective bargaining

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 6 October the Social Services Working Group met in Brussels to discuss the new Social Dialogue in Social Services, early childhood education and care, and collective bargaining in eastern Europe.
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            Asbestos Directive: mandatory decontamination a win for firefighters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the European Parliament voted on the deal agreed with Member States on the revision of the Directive on Protecting Workers from Asbestos.
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            EPSU Childcare network discussed monitoring and evaluation in early childhood education and care

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 20th September 2023 the EPSU Childcare network met to discuss monitoring and evaluation in early childhood education and care, and the results of a survey on working conditions and professionalisation.
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