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      Supporting campaigns, strikes and protests
Solidarity is a core area of our joint European trade union work There are common elements to many of the actions of public service unions as we fight for better pay and working conditions or when we defend trade union rights or protest against privatisation and attacks on public services. Any expression of solidarity is welcomed by unions and it can be a real boost to their campaign when EPSU, its affiliates and other trade union organisations, not only send messages of support but also messages of protest to companies, employers and governments. This briefing gives examples of our solidarity work in recent years.
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            PSI World Congress in solidarity with Ukrainian workers and people

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The hundreds of delegates to the PSI World Congress stood up in solidarity with the Ukrainian delegation, applauding the bravery of the working class standing up to Russian imperialism following the aggression on 24 February 2022.
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            Reinstate the Georgian ambulance workers! Stop the attacks on trade unionists!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Earlier this year, 63 ambulance workers were sacked by the Emergency Situations Coordination and Urgent Assistance Centre of Georgia as a response to their involvement in the HSMCTU health workers' pay campaign.
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            Unions across Europe stand in #SolidarityWithSES

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s call for solidarity with the SES Union (Türkiye) was widely responded to by affiliate unions before the trial.
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            Nagorno-Karabakh: no to military aggression – protect the human rights and security of the people 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Ten of thousands are fleeing Nagorno-Karabakh following the recent shelling by Azerbaijan.
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            EPSU calls for solidarity with Turkish unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The leaders and members of the SES Union will be in court next week due to their trade union activities.
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            EPSU stands with French unions against the government’s repression

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After the persecution of several FNME-CGT trade union leaders, including the General Secretary Sebastien Menesplier, CGT and other French unions gathered in front of Montmorency gendarmerie, where Menesplier was summoned, on 6 September.
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            Call for an end to Russian war crimes against journalists in Ukraine

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ), EPSU and over 20 other organisations are calling for action against the Russian Federation for the war crimes committed against journalists. The perpetrators should be held accountable.
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            French trade unionists call for solidarity amidst attacks on essential rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union rights are facing escalating challenges throughout Europe.
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            Hiroshima and Nagasaki - Banning Nuclear Weapons

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The sad annual commemoration of the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima takes place on 6 August 45. The event, now 78 years ago, was swiftly followed by the bomb on Nagasaki on 9 August.
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            Firefighters and emergency workers responding to extreme fires and flooding

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Fires are burning in Greece, Switzerland, Southern Italy, Algeria and other countries. Storms are hitting the north of Italy.
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            The Right to health as a fundamental human right needs to be implemented in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU supported CGIL members in their demonstration on 24 June in Rome calling for the implementation of the right to health as stipulated in the Italian Constitution.
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            World Refugee Day 2023: solidarity, hope, and inclusion in a world faced with multiple crises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Public Services International - 20 June 2023 - World Refugee Day
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            EPSU backs firefighters and care staff in latest industrial action 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent solidarity greetings to two affiliates who are the latest public service unions to take industrial action to tackle staffing shortages and win better pay and conditions.
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            International solidarity brings victory: Selma is free!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The former co-chair of the SES Union from Turkey was released after almost one year in prison. An international trade union delegation including EPSU Senior Vice-President Françoise Geng was following the hearing.
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            Workers take to the streets to defend the right to strike and to support Delhaize strikers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A massive demonstration with over 25,000 people was organised by the three Belgian trade union confederations (ACV-CSC, FGTB-ABVV and CGSLB-ACVLV) to protest attacks on the rights to strike, demonstrate and picket.
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