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  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The JHL public service union is organising a series of one-day political strikes as part of the continuing campaign by the trade union movement in protest against government policy. The unions are challenging government proposals on changes to welfare and employment rights and threats to weaken the right to strike and impose restrictions on pay bargaining. The strikes will hit different regions over the three-day period 7-9 November. A range of services will be affected including sports facilities, waste services, laundry and catering services, public transport and energy. So far the



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Nov. 10, 2023
        
                    
                    
        
                            2023 November EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No. 22

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Public sector unions highlight work pressure and precarious conditions
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  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The GÖD and younion public sector unions have been involved in the second round of bargaining over pay with the aim, as usual, to ensure that all public sector workers get a pay increase from 1 January. Alongside the surge in the cost of living the trade unions are underlining the increased burdens taken on by many workers, often as a result of staff shortages, as strong justification for a sustainable salary increase. The unions’ demands have been supported with a letter to the government negotiator from the head of the ÖGB trade union confederation. This highlights the massive contribution
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and other trade unions have suspended their industrial action and mobilisations in the youth care sector pending negotiations on the basis of an improved pay offer from the employers. This involves a pay increase of 8% on 1 January 2024 and 1.25% on 1 July 2024 with an additional lump sum of €400. There would then be a 3% increase for 2025 and inflation compensation to a maximum of 2.25%, if inflation is higher than 3%. The minimum wage will rise to €15 per hour and the working-from-home allowance to €3 per day. This compares to the previous offer of a 6.7% increase and additional 2%
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            Childcare workers protest in the streets of Paris

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            October 19 saw hundreds of childcare workers march through the streets of Paris. The National Day of Action was called by several trade unions and other associations under the coalition 'pas de bébé à la consigne' (no toddler in a locker).
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            Urgent action needed to retain health and care workers: new WHO-Europe Framework

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s demands on staff shortages, improved working conditions, retention and more are addressed in the WHO-Europe region’s framework for 2024-2030.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health

                            Quality employment

                            Social Services

                            Staffing levels

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 06, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: 2nd Joint EPSU/ILO-ACTRAV 2-day Regional Health Conference in Almaty, Kazakhstan October 2023]




    
    
        
            Time to Act -  Improving working conditions for health workers
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            Charter on Social Dialogue signed with Clariane, French multinational elderly care company

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Unions and the union representatives in the European works council negotiated a Charter on improving the social dialogue in the French multinational care company Clariane (formerly Korian).
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            Public sector negotiations deliver a 5% pay increase
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  Croatia


        

                
                
        
                            The HSSMS-MT healthcare union reports that following the third round of public sector pay negotiations, unions have accepted a pay increase of 5%, an improvement on the 3% offer made in the second round of bargaining. The unions have also secured the €300 Christmas bonus that they were looking for and an Easter bonus of €100, less than they wanted but a €30 improvement on the previous offer. There is also a commitment that, should the new pay system not be in place by 1 March 2024, then negotiations would open for a general pay increase.
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            Unions aim for 10.5% pay increase in regional government
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union, leading negotiations covering 1.2 million workers in regional government, has set out the main claim for a 10.5% salary increase, but with a minimum increase of €500 a month. The demands also include an extra €200 for junior staff and trainees are to be taken on for an unlimited period. The unions want a 12-month agreement. Ver.di says employees have high expectations for the outcome of the negotiations and stresses that better pay and conditions are needed to help address the 300,000 staffing shortage across public services. An important aim will be to close the gap
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of three trade unions – Fórsa, SIPTU and INMO – are voting on whether to accept a deal that might resolve a long-standing dispute over pay affecting non-profit health providers. The unions have been seeking to restore pay parity between workers in these bodies and directly employed public sector health and social care staff. Strike action was due to begin on 17 October but a revised offer from the employers lead the unions to suspend the action and consult members. Instead of the two-stage 5% increase offered in July, the employers have put forward a 3% increase backdated to 1 April
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and other trade unions have set a deadline of 1 November for employers in the youth sector to come up with an improved pay offer or they will aim for a major mobilisation on 20 November. This would be the 10th time in recent years that unions have had to take to the streets to push their demands. The unions argue that the employers’ “final offer” would only lead to more workers leaving the sector and further increases to staff shortages. The biggest stumbling block during the negotiations was inflation compensation for 2023. Following just a 1% pay increase on 3 January, the unions are
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            Union negotiates two new agreement in non-profit sectors
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  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            The Kommunal trade union has negotiated two two-year collective agreements with the Fremia employers’ organisation that covers non-profit service providers. In the agreement with Fremia covering personal assistance, wage increases will be negotiated around an amount of at least SEK 993 (€84) from 1 October 2023 and at least SEK 875 (€74) from 1 October 2024. Minimum wage rates will be increased by SEK 1,350 (€115) from 1 January 2024 and by SEK 875 (€74) from 1 January 2025 while all allowances and supplements will be increased by 4.1% and 3.3% on the same dates. In the civil society agreement
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  Austria


        

                
                
        
                            The first round of bargaining for a 2024 pay increase for public sector workers took place on 20 October and as usual the basic aim was to agree the key figures on which the negotiations would be based. These were established as 9.15% for inflation (year to September 2023) and forecasts of a 0.4%-0.8% decline in economic output. The negotiations involve the public sector unions younion and GÖD. Meanwhile, the first round of bargaining in private health and social care was disappointing for the vida and GPA trade unions as the employer offer of an 8.8% increase was well below the unions’ claim
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            Eurofound report echoes EPSU demands for more resilient social services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Eurofound recently published the research report “Living conditions and quality of life - Social services in Europe: Adapting to a new reality".
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            EPSU Social Services Working Group debates social dialogue and collective bargaining

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 6 October the Social Services Working Group met in Brussels to discuss the new Social Dialogue in Social Services, early childhood education and care, and collective bargaining in eastern Europe.
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