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            World Water Day: right to water and sanitation can be secured by promoting Public-Public Partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year after the successful EESC European Blue Deal conference, EPSU urges the European Commission to intensify its actions in favor of an unalienable right to water and sanitation.
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            Switzerland: union warns against impact of new health financing system

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The vpod/ssp public services has launched a campaign and petition – “Nein zu EFAs” – to try to block changes to the healthcare financing system in Switzerland that will have seriously negative consequences for staff and patients.
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            EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence passes council vote

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Despite last minute push back from a number of EU Member States, the EU Council today finally voted in favour of the new EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDDD).
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            Waste, organising, and digitalisation: local and regional government standing committee meets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            At its 62nd meeting, the LRG Standing Committee defined its priorities for 2024 in line with the program of action of the 2019 EPSU Congress in Dublin.
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            EPSU joins 140 organisations condemning blockage of Corporate Due Diligence Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The agreement reached between the European Parliament and Council on the Corporate Social Due Diligence Directive has been blocked by an alliance of governments led by France under Macron and with tacit support of Germany and Italy.
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            Unions mobilise to secure COVID payments and pay rise

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            The UNISON, Unite and GMB trade unions have been mobilising their members in the NHS and private contractors to secure unpaid COVID bonuses and pay rises. UNISON and Unite members are taking on Mitie, the large private contractor, which has refused to pay a COVID bonus despite the company being signed up to the national Agenda for Change agreement which requires the payment. Meanwhile, Unite members formerly employed by the contractor Serco but now directly employed by the NHS at Bart’s Hospital in London are also claiming their COVID payment which the hospital management have so far refused
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            Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive agreed

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Parliament and the Council of Ministers reached agreement on the Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence, 14 December 2023.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
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            EPSU calls for a strong and just CSDD Directive

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 15th November members from different organisations gathered at the Place Schuman to participate in a protest organised by the ETUC calling for a just Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence
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            Strong collective bargaining in Germany, Europe and worldwide supported at Verdi Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One of the important issues at the 6th Congress of the German union Verdi was the strengthening of collective bargaining.
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            Draft Council Recommendation on the social economy – one step forward, two steps back?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 13 Jun 2023 the Commission presented a proposal for a Council Recommendation on developing social economy framework conditions {SWD(2023) 208 final}.
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            Greek water workers and water movement achieve success as water companies return to state control

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A major success of 12 years campaigning of Greek water workers and the broader water and social movement as it was announced that the government will take back control of Athens and Thessaloniki Water companies.
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            New European report on essential services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 June, the European Commission published its long-awaited report on ‘access to essential services: key challenges for the most vulnerable’.
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            Coordinating research to strengthen public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the eve of Public Service Day, EPSU hosted an exchange with 15 researchers and representatives of research and campaigning organisations from across Europe.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Outsourcing

                            PPPs

                            Privatisation

                            Procurement

                            Remunicipalisation

                            Tax justice

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Mar. 16, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Solidarity EPSU web banner]




    
    
        
            EPSU stands with public sector unions taking action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Thousands of health workers across the Netherlands are taking industrial action today in their campaign to secure a 10% pay increase.
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