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                            The Vision trade union has published a survey that found that four out of 10 young women state that they have been discriminated against at some point in their working life. The union says that employers need to continuously and more actively work for equal rights and opportunities for employees. In Sweden, employers are obliged to prevent discrimination according to the Discrimination Act, and this work must be done in cooperation with the trade union. The Vision survey found that more than one in four women (29%), regardless of age, say that they have been discriminated against at their
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                            Today women are taking to the streets of Europe to stand up for their rights.
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            Violence Against Women Directive is disappointing, Social Partners to negotiate to fill the gap

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the LIBE and FEMM committees of the European Parliament voted in favour of a disappointing agreement reached last week on the first Gender-Based Violence Directive.
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            Unions push for better pay and conditions for firefighters
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  Portugal


        

                
                
        
                            The SINTAP and STAL trade unions have called for a wide range of improvements to the pay and conditions of both public sector and voluntary firefighters. SINTAP members joined a lobby of the government on 1 February and set out their demands, including updating of various allowances covering risk, hardship and permanent availability; revision of the Staff Statute of Professional Firefighters of Local Administration; updating pay scales – (not done since 2002, with exception of the annual increases resulting from the State Budget); and revision of retirement age. Meanwhile, STAL has been making
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                            EPSU, together with the ETUC, has expressed serious concerns to the Belgian Presidency of the EU regarding ongoing negotiations on the draft Directive combatting violence against women and domestic violence.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Equality

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Feb. 02, 2024
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Carcinogens ©CanStockPhoto kgtoh]




    
    
        
            Asbestos in buildings: EU Commission will publish initiative following Unions’ pressure

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission promised, back in 2022, to publish a legislative initiative on the screening of buildings from asbestos.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Health and Safety

                            Local government

                            Social Dialogue

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 18, 2023
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: EPSU Women's conference Rome 24 November 2023]




    
    
        
            EPSU Women’s Conference 2023: women are here to stay!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 24 November, the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, EPSU’s Women's Conference took place.
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            EPSU Women’s Conference adopts Rome Declaration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Delegates at EPSU’s Women’s Conference endorsed a declaration outlining their resolute commitment to stand up for women’s rights and gender equality.
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            The FOA trade union has welcomed the decision of the labour market insurance body to recognise that there is sufficient evidence of a causal link between firefighting and two types of cancer: bladder cancer and mesothelioma. The first is linked to exposure to soot and related chemicals (PAHs) and the second linked to exposure to asbestos. This means that firefighters affected by the two serious illnesses will be able to have them recognised as occupational injuries. FOA is not only pleased that its 10-year campaign has led to the change of practice but it also means that previously rejected
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            Unions and other organisations mobilised for women’s strike
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  Iceland


        

                
                
        
                            On 24 October, the BSRB public sector federation was one of more than a dozen organisations supporting a day of action calling for urgent action to address gender inequality, the gender pay gap and to tackle gender-based and sexual violence. Actions ranged from strikes and demonstrations to the withdrawal of all forms of labour, paid and unpaid. Since the first women’s day of action in 1975, unions and other organisations in the country have organised major strikes and protests and there has been some reduction in gender inequality. However, there is still a long way to go with the gender pay
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                            Today the European Parliament voted on the deal agreed with Member States on the revision of the Directive on Protecting Workers from Asbestos.
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            EPSU puts firefighters' concerns at the heart of European debate

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On September 7th, 2023, EPSU met with the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO) to discuss the pressing need for improved coordination of joint firefighting operations.
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