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            French trade unionists call for solidarity amidst attacks on essential rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union rights are facing escalating challenges throughout Europe.
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            New European report on essential services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 28 June, the European Commission published its long-awaited report on ‘access to essential services: key challenges for the most vulnerable’.
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            Public services key to a Europe ‘beyond growth’

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe must reject a return to austerity and support the workers who promote social wellbeing.
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            New Right to Energy manifesto calls for a European ban on energy disconnections

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Right to Energy coalition has launched a manifesto advocating for a European ban on energy disconnections, urging the European Parliament to leverage the demand as they review the European Commission’s proposal to revise the energy market.
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            Pay deals in public sector plus private health and energy 
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Ver.di and other public sector unions have negotiated have a new agreement on pay covering 2.5 million workers in federal and local government. The agreement runs from 1 January 2023 to 31 December 2024 and this year will mean that employees get a €3000 tax-free lump sum paid in instalments – €1240 in June and then €220 a month between July 2023 and February 2024. There will then be an increase to pay rates of €200 plus 5.5% in March 2024. The consultation with members will begin on 4 May and the collective bargaining committee will make the final decision on 15 May. As in previous
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  Finland


        

                
                
        
                            The JHL trade union reports that negotiations have delivered a two-year agreement in the energy sector that runs to 31 March 2025. Employees will get a 3.5% general increase on 1 August this year along with a €415 lump sum paid on 1 July. Next year the general increase will be 2% from 1 June with 0.5% for the local level.
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            International Day of Zero Waste: Europe needs a social and cultural transformation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The transition towards a circular economy is a flagship policy of the EU’s Green Deal – but it cannot be achieved without quality jobs based on collective bargaining.
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            Proposed reform is a band-aid for a failing electricity market

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission’s newly published draft proposal to reform the EU’s electricity market design delivers only superficial changes to the current electricity market design.
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            Energy, waste and water unions meet in Brussels for the 58th EPSU Utilities committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 1st trade unions from across Europe met in Brussels to discuss developments in the energy, waste and water sector.
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            Energy Charter Treaty: time to move from reform to exit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Commission says that an EU exit from the Energy Charter Treaty seems “unavoidable”, recommending a joint EU withdrawal.
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            Strike delivers better pay deal for gas workers
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            After six weeks of strike action the CGT trade union has secured a monthly increase of €200 for workers in the GRDF gas distribution company. The first increases will be implemented in January with increases ranging from a minimum of €50 up to and €87. The CGT is concerned about any attempt to intimidate strikers and has warned GRDF's management against any action that could be taken against striking employees, whether in terms of disciplinary
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            New REPowerEU energy deal a step forward – but not far enough

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Council of the European Union and European Parliament have struck a series of deals aimed at diversifying Europe’s energy supplies, accelerating the deployment of renewable energy and reducing emissions.
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            European energy ministers cannot waste more time

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s energy ministers are gathering in Brussels on Thursday, 24 November for an Extraordinary Council to discuss the ongoing energy crisis.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                            Electricity

                            Energy

                            Gas

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Nov. 24, 2022
        
                    
                    
        
                            2022 November EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.24

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union negotiates pay deals in energy and health
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di services union has negotiated a new collective agreement covering the 18,000 employees of energy company RWE. The agreement runs to 29 February 2024 and includes a 6% pay rise from 1 February 2023. There will also be a €1500 lump sum payment before the end of 2022 and a further €1500 lump sum in 2024. Employees also received an exceptional 2.5% increase in September. Meanwhile, the union has negotiated a new agreement covering the 10,000 employees at private health group Sana. The agreement runs to 30 April 2024 and includes a 7% pay increase from 1 June 2023, with a guaranteed
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            Pay rises in energy sector 
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            In the main (IEG) electricity and gas sector negotiations the CGT, CFDT and FO unions have agreed a 2.3% increase on the basic national salary for 2023 with a minimum guaranteed increase of €1040 for the year (€80 on the monthly salary over 13 months), along with individualised increases worth 1%. The CFE-CGC union refused to sign arguing that the increase was inadequate. The negotiations followed mobilisations by the unions earlier in the autumn demanding pay negotiations to address the cost of living crisis and the increases come in addition to the extra bonuses paid this year in response to
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