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            Commission action plan on labour and skills shortages lacks ambition 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On March 21st, the European Commission unveiled its action plan aimed at confronting the pressing issue of labour and skills shortages across the European Union.
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            World Water Day: right to water and sanitation can be secured by promoting Public-Public Partnerships

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            One year after the successful EESC European Blue Deal conference, EPSU urges the European Commission to intensify its actions in favor of an unalienable right to water and sanitation.
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            Reducing working time: A series of case studies from across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has launched a series of case studies to explore how trade unions across Europe are addressing working time reduction. This month, the focus is on Iceland
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            Trade unions mobilise in Brussels against austerity

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Belgian Federation of General Labor (FGTB/ABVV) mobilised against austerity measures on Tuesday, 12 March, demanding freedom for collective bargaining and an end to social security system reductions.
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            Quality public services vital to reach Europe’s industrial ambitions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The reform of the European economic governance rules threatens quality public services and undermines Europe’s industrial ambitions.
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            Human right to water still waiting after 12 years of promises

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On January 23rd the European Commission and the Council issued a press release announcing new hygiene rules for materials and products in contact with water.
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            Thousands march against EU’s austerity policies in Brussels

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers and trade unions from 30 countries joined the ETUC in a significant demonstration against the European Union's austerity plans, marching through Brussels under the "Together Against Austerity" banner.
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            COP28: new wins for workers and an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels, but no explicit commitments

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            After two weeks of tough negotiations, COP28 has just concluded with an agreement to transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner.
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            Human Rights Day: new EPSU report marks ten years of Right2Water

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the world observes Human Rights Day on December 10th, EPSU launched a new report commemorating the ten-year milestone of the Right2Water European Citizens Initiative (ECI), a groundbreaking movement that placed access to water at the forefront of the European political agenda.
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            Water sector deal delivers pay increase and €16 hourly minimum wage
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV trade union has negotiated a new agreement covering workers in the water sector which is now out for approval by members. It provides a 4.25% increase as of 1 January 2024, along with €50 on the full-time salary. There will be a further pay increase of 2.5% in January 2025. This marks an improvement on the employers’ previous offer and follows some extra pressure from the presentation of a workers’ petition. The new salary structure now has a minimum wage of €16 an hour – a key union target. The collective agreement runs until 1 July 2025.
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            EPSU: “Don’t water down the polluter-pays principle”

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has signed a joint statement on the polluter-pays principle for the Wastewater Treatment Directive.
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            Urgent action needed to retain health and care workers: new WHO-Europe Framework

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU’s demands on staff shortages, improved working conditions, retention and more are addressed in the WHO-Europe region’s framework for 2024-2030.
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            Time to Act -  Improving working conditions for health workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            2nd Joint EPSU/ILO-ACTRAV 2-day Regional Health Conference in Almaty, Kazakhstan
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            More countries must ratify the ILO convention 189 - Decent work for Domestic Workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 9 October EPSU attended a hearing organised by EFFAT at the European Parliament where a panel discussed what the EU can do for domestic workers.
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            Decarbonization, European Parliament elections and energy transition updates at the Utilities Standing Committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The 59th meeting of the Standing Committee on Utilities took place on 4 October.
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