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            Confederations in joint call for withdrawal of threat to check-off
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  Hungary


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU and the ETUC have written to prime minister Viktor Orbán to protest about draft legislation that undermines the right of public sector trade unions to collect union membership dues by check-off. The draft law is about reducing the administrative burdens of the state but will clearly pose major problems for trade unions and increase their own administration as they take on the task to collect fees. The public sector confederation SZEF along with the four other national confederations are supported by the ETUC and EPSU in calling for the proposals to be withdrawn and for negotiations to
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  France


        

                
                
        
                            The European trade union federations, EPSU and industriAll Europe, have written to the French government to strongly condemn the prosecutions of leaders and activists in the FNME-CGT energy trade union. The federations argue that the legal actions are politically motivated, with a view to suppress trade union opposition to government policy. On 6 September, Sébastien Menesplier, the General Secretary of FNME-CGT will be summoned to the gendarmerie in Montmorency in connection with energy workers’ protests against the recent pension reforms. As EPSU and industriAll Europe argue, these were
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            French trade unionists call for solidarity amidst attacks on essential rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade union rights are facing escalating challenges throughout Europe.
                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Energy

                            Solidarity

                            Strike

                            Union Rights

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Jul. 26, 2023
        
                    
                    
        
                            2023 July EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No. 15

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Union steps up campaign for equal rights for church employees
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union is running two weeks of action as part of its campaign to secure equal rights for workers employed by church organisations. Between 25 September and 6 October, union members will be out promoting the campaign petition with the aim of securing 4000 signatures. Currently church-based employers like the Diakonie and Caritas, organisations that employ hundreds of thousands of health and care workers, have special treatment under the law in relation to co-determination, collective bargaining and the right to strike. Ver.di wants this changed so that all workers have the same
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            Work for a European NGO and want to know your rights?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Here’s a guide in English, created by FairCSOs and the Belgian Unions, with the support of EPSU. The guide is meant to help you navigate the Belgian system and your basic rights.
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            Trade union rights report paints grim picture
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                            The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) has published its annual review of trade union rights which again reveals a challenging environment for trade unions with 87% of countries violating the right to strike and 79% violating the right to collective bargaining. In Europe, Belarus, Turkey and Kazakhstan are again among the worst offenders with no guarantees for trade union rights. Seven European countries feature in the next worst category – systematic violation of rights – Greece, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, North Macedonia, Romania and Serbia. The ITUC survey indicates that the situation
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            Union launches petition for equal rights for church employees
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The trade union ver.di has launched a petition calling on the government to ensure equal rights for workers employed by church organisations. Currently special rules apply to the major protestant and catholic employers who employ around 1.8 million people and run many health and care services, including hospitals, nursing homes and services, facilities for the disabled and youth welfare, emergency services, daycare centres, etc. As, ver.di points out, these are financed almost exclusively from tax revenues and social security contributions. Employees of these bodies have fewer protections
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            European Parliament calls on the Commission to support more, not less, EU sectoral social dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In a resolution on the Commission’s Communication and Council Recommendation on EU and national social dialogue of 25 January, the European Parliament calls upon the European Commission to increase its financial, legal and technical support for EU sectoral social dialogue.
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            ETUC celebrates 50 years at Berlin Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large EPSU delegation joined hundreds of other trade unionists from across Europe to celebrate 50 years of struggle for Europe’s workers and people. We ended the ETUC Congress with the election of a new team and the adoption of an action plan titled ‘Together for a Fair Deal for Workers in Europe’.
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            Workers take to the streets to defend the right to strike and to support Delhaize strikers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A massive demonstration with over 25,000 people was organised by the three Belgian trade union confederations (ACV-CSC, FGTB-ABVV and CGSLB-ACVLV) to protest attacks on the rights to strike, demonstrate and picket.
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            International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today, 17 May, is the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia. This year’s theme of ”Together always: united in diversity” should resonate with all trade unionists. It reflects the solidarity that binds – and builds – our movement.
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            EPSU solidarity with workers and unions’ protest against labour law reform in North Macedonia.

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined ITUC and others in expressing concerns over changes to labour legislation in North-Macedonia.
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            Confederations build for joint national protest in defence of union rights
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The three trade union confederations – ACV/CSC, ABVV/FGTB and ACLVB/CGLSB are organising a national demonstration on 22 May in protest against increasing anti-union actions by employers and the authorities. The coordinated action is prompted by the conflict in the Delhaize supermarket chain where unions have been striking and campaigning against the company’s plans to franchise all its stores, posing a major threat to jobs and working conditions. Unions have been met with a hardline response from both the employer and aggressive tactics from the police. The confederations are concerned that
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            Union leaders from across Europe send a powerful message of solidarity to Europe’s public service workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Europe’s public service workers are showing in many different ways that they expect significant pay increases to value the work they do for society, to compensate for high inflation and to show respect for their dedication during the very difficult period of COVID-19. They kept public services running. Strikes and industrial actions continue to take place across Europe.
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            Celebrating 45 years of fighting for public service workers in Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Since its formation in 1978, EPSU has worked tirelessly to promote and defend the interests of public service workers in Europe, becoming the leading voice for the rights of workers in the public sector.
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