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            Care workers are moving - EPSU’s Collective Bargaining News – unique information on agreements, research, actions of Europe’s public service trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The new issue of EPSU’s Collective Bargaining News is out, the third this year.
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            Homecare workers continue action over pay, working conditions and service quality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unions representing home care workers in the Basque region are planning two further days of industrial action.
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            Study reveals decline in job quality
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  Europe


        

                
                
        
                            A new report from the European Trade Union Institute shows what aspects of work improved or deteriorated over the last decade. It updates the Institute's European Job Quality Index which covers a broad range of work and employment characteristics, including wages, non-wage aspects of employment and work organisation, and collective interest representation. The results indicate a decline in non-wage job quality over the past decade and sluggish real wage growth in the years following the crisis.
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            The Commission’s monetary union package shows lack of commitment to social rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Yesterday (6 December) the European Commission produced a series of proposals on how to strengthen economic governance of the Eurozone. While some elements can be evaluated as positive, the package lacks a social dimension.

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Economic Policy

                            Quality employment

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Dec. 07, 2017
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: childcare UNISON ]




    
    
        
            Unions discuss quality employment in childcare services 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Twenty representatives of childcare unions from 11 countries and the European institutions met in Brussels yesterday (6 December) to discuss the challenge to achieve quality employment in the sector.
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            Historic agreement ends long-running strike in the elder care sector

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers in the elder care sector in Bizkaia, northern Spain, backed by the Basque Workers’ Solidarity trade union ELA, have reached an historic agreement bringing an end to a 360-day long strike, the longest in the region’s history.
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            ETUC calls for revisions of Written Statement Directive 
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                            The ETUC has made a number of specific proposals for revision of the Written Statement Directive. The ETUC says that the legislation should cover as many workers as possible, including the growing number of self-employed and gig economy workers. It should provide information before the start of the employment relationship and extend the information requirements, on pay and working time and other issues. The ETUC also wants to see a right to adequate remuneration and guaranteed hours (putting an end to zero-hour type contracts) and ensure online platforms do not avoid or evade their
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            Social dialogue Committee for Local and Regional Government adopts new work programme

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Committee for local and regional government bringing together EPSU and CEMR members have adopted a new work programme for 2018-2019.
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            Unions demand investment, pay convergence, progressive economic policy at EU macro-economic dialogue

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The speakers for the European institutions like Council, Commission and ECB noted the improvements in employment rates recognizing many workers still remain without a job or in precarious employment.
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                            Quality Employment and Quality Public Services in the Childcare Services Sector conference, Brussels
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            Report from Standing Committee Health and Social Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The meeting primarily dealt with EPSU's current and future priority issues and with the topics "safe and adequate staffing levels", "prevention and reduction of musculoskeletal disorders and psycho-social risks and stress", "continuing professional development" and "regulated professions".
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            Korian Workers are organising across borders

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Workers and union representatives in the French social service multinational specialised in elderly care, Korian, met in Brussels, in order to better coordinate their struggles and strategies to secure better pay and conditions for the almost 47.000 workers employed in 4 countries.
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            Care workers take action over workloads and jobs
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            In two different initiatives care workers at the Kwadrant Group in Friesland and HWW Care in the Hague have taken action to get their employers to address problems around high workloads, sickness absence and quality of care. The Kwadrant workers have organised a tour of the company's workplaces to highlight the issues in advance of a meeting with management on 24 August. Meanwhile, some workers at HWW have taken strike action in protest at the company's plans to cuts jobs and take on temporary and self-employed workers. HWW workers, some with 20 or 30 years of experience are angry that the
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            Better pay, training and career development for childcare workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Younion, representing municipal workers in Austria has launched a petition calling for support for childcare workers in the Lower Austria region.
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            Union targets hospitals in negotiations to reduce workloads
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            Services union ver.di is targetting a selection of public and private hospitals in seven regions, calling on them to negotiate agreements to reduce excessive workloads. The union argues that many healthworkers are under pressure to work long hours to fill the gap left by a shortage of 162000 workers across the sector. This is having a detrimental impact on workers' health and ver.di wants employers to recognise this and their responsibility to provide good working conditions.
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