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            Unions determined to fight attack on right to strike
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                            On 9 December, the TUC trade union confederation organised its first special congress since 1982 to discuss its strategy to fight the government’s attack on the right to strike. EPSU affiliates in the UK are particularly affected by the new minimum services level legislation which could mean that workers who lawfully vote to strike, could be forced to attend work and even sacked if they don’t comply. The TUC says that one in five workers in Britain – 5.5 million people – the vast majority in public services, are at risk of losing their right to strike as a result of the Strikes Act. In a
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            Workers take to the streets to defend the right to strike and to support Delhaize strikers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A massive demonstration with over 25,000 people was organised by the three Belgian trade union confederations (ACV-CSC, FGTB-ABVV and CGSLB-ACVLV) to protest attacks on the rights to strike, demonstrate and picket.
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            European trade unions condemn UK government’s anti-strike legislation

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, the ETF and ETUCE representing millions of public service, transport and education workers across Europe strongly condemn the UK government’s plans to legislate on minimum service levels.
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            Unions mobilise against government’s anti-strike law
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            The UK trade union movement has been angered by the government’s rushed draft legislation to impose minimum service levels on public service strikers. The government claims it is bringing the UK into line with countries like Italy and Spain but fails to acknowledge the different systems in those countries that guarantee the right to strike and impose no requirements on balloting for industrial action. The UK legislation, if passed, would not ensure that trade unions can negotiate minimum service levels and would allow employers to dismiss workers who failed to comply with the requirement to
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            Call for solidarity with UK affiliates

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Affiche A4 Call for solidarity with UK affiliates Briefing on the right to strike and minimum service levels UK
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            EPSU calls for support for UK unions taking action and their fight against new strike laws

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unions representing ambulance staff in England were on strike yesterday to secure better pay and conditions.
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            Leaked documents show UK government supports anti-union labour reform Ukraine - undermining European Union policy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            These leaked documents show that the UK government via its development aid arm (UK Aid) and the UK embassy in Kiev is funding consultants to assist the Ukrainian Ministry of Economy in selling its neo-liberal market reforms to the Ukrainian people.
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            Legal case delivers better protection for striking workers
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            A successful legal case backed by the UNISON public services union means that employers will no longer be able to mistreat workers who take part in union-organised workplace disputes. UK law had previously prevented employers from sacking staff, but not from disciplining or making life difficult for them. The employment appeal tribunal (EAT) case was taken by care worker Fiona Mercer against the Alternative Futures Group. She had been involved in a long-running dispute and was disciplined, suspended, and prevented from going into work by her employer. The EAT said that UK law was not compliant
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            Meeting the UK affiliates – standing up for workers’ rights and our public services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The EU-UK trade and cooperation agreement is a new development in a long relationship between the UK, the EU and other European countries.
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            A nine-month long dispute between the PCS civil service union and contractors ISS and Aramark could be near to conclusion if details of a pay offer are confirmed. The companies provide services to the Department for Business, Energy and Industry Strategy which has indicated that the contractors may meet the union's demand to pay the London living wage of £10.55 (EUR 11.80) an hour. Meanwhile, the union is planning another five days of strike action in another long-running dispute, this time over union recognition at the contractor Interserve which provides services for the Foreign Office.
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            Two groups of outsourced workers take action
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            Two groups of outsourced workers providing services to central government took strike action in the week beginning 21 May. Cleaning, catering and security staff at the Department for Business, employed by the Aramark and ISS companies, took four days of action over their demand for a living wage of GBP 10.55 (EUR 12) an hour. The same week, employees of the outsourcing company Interserve at the foreign ministry took two days of strike action. The workers, involved in facilities management, printing, portering and cleaning, are fighting for trade union recognition and defence of their rights to
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            A ballot for strike action carried out by civil service union PCS has produced a massive majority (86%) in favour of strike action over pay. However, the vote is invalid because of restrictions on public sector strike action introduced two years ago by the Conservative, centre-right government. Under the rules public service unions need to achieve a 50% turnout in the ballot and on this occasion it was 41.6%. This was the highest majority and highest turnout for a strike ballot in the union's history. PCS will use the high majority for action to strengthen its pay campaign. It is also
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            Unions celebrate two more victories in the courts
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  U.K.


        

                
                
        
                            After the recent success of public service union UNISON in getting the courts to end the government's policy to charge workers for the right to take employment tribunal cases, UNISON and the PCS civil service union have celebrated two further court victories. UNISON's second success came in another landmark case that will effectively require employers to consult over workplace restructuring such as redundancies. The PCS victory was in a judicial review of government cuts to the civil service pension scheme which the government now has to withdraw.
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            UK workers get free access to justice thanks to union’s court victory

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Last week (27 July) the UK trade union UNISON won a landmark case against the Conservative government over the cost of employment tribunal cases.
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            Pay rise campaign, trade union rights in Turkey and much more at the UNISON international conference

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (21 June 2017) The dismal state of the UK health care system and the lack of funding for social care under the Conservative government were among the main themes of
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