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            Staff shortages: towards a European Health Workforce Strategy

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU highlights how the EU can tackle safe staffing in health and care at High-Level Conference on Health Union.
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            World Health Day 2024: from applause to action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On World Health Day 2024, health and social care workers represented by EPSU call for urgent action to address staff shortages, ensure public finance (not austerity) and strengthen the health and social care sector in Europe.
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            Press statement: European mobilisation on 7 April

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This Sunday is World Health Day. This year is marked by the upcoming European elections. Three civil society organisations representing health and care workers, users, campaigners, NGOs and other associations will mark the day by calling for health issues to be placed at the forefront of the European agenda – a demand many citizens agree with.
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            EPSU urges vote against EU’s new fiscal rules

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has joined the ETUC and other trade union and civil society organisations in rejecting new EU rules on public finance that threaten a return to austerity.
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            Quality public services are essential to achieving EU decarbonisation targets

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has published its position on the Commission’s new 2040 climate targets.
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            Health Care Assistants Network meet to address accurate job descriptions and staff shortages

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 26 March 2024, the EPSU networks for Health Care Assistants (HCA) met online for the 5th time since its creation to exchange actions to date and information.
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            EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care Network discuss need for improved dialogue and the establishment of European Works Councils

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the 26 March EPSU Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) network members met for the first time in 2024 and welcomed 5 new members to the network.
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            EPSU supports Kenyan health workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Following the shooting of the trade union leader of the Kenyan health workers union, PSI is organising a global protest.
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            Finally - platform workers get rights and protections

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The Council agreed the position on the platform workers directive reached in February with the European Parliament on 11 March.
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            Public sector workers back new collective agreement
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Members of public sector unions have voted by a large majority to accept the pay agreement negotiated earlier this year. The agreement runs from 1 January 2024 to 30 June 2026 and provides for pay improvements worth 9.25% but because of flat-rate elements this rises to 17.3% for lower paid workers. This agreement also provides specific provisions for local bargaining, which will give trade unions the scope to negotiate up to an additional 3% of pay costs, inclusive of allowances, for particular grades, groups or categories of employee. The agreement also sees the full and final unwinding of



                    

    


        
                        S


    




    


    
        
            Mar. 26, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.7

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            ETUC says cost-of-living crisis is not over for millions of workers
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                            The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) has highlighted that the combination of inflation and pay trends means that the living standards of European workers have still not recovered from the cost-of-living crisis. Data from the European Trade Union Institute’s Benchmarking Working Europe 2024 shows that pay, after inflation is taken into account, fell by 0.7% in 2023. Workers in Hungary (-3.8%), Czechia (-3.8%), and Italy (-2.6%) faced the biggest falls in purchasing power last year. Germany (-0.9%) and France (-0.6%) were also among the 10 member states where wages failed to catch up
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            Regional government agreement to apply to church employees 

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            The ver.di trade union has reached a collective bargaining agreement with the EKBO evangelical church which employs approximately 8,000 employees. The wage increases that were agreed in regional government earlier this year will be taken over in full by the EKBO collective agreement, albeit with a slight time delay. There will be a tax-free one-off payment of €3000 to mitigate inflation followed by salary increases of €200 in January and a further 5.5% in March 2025 by which time full-time pay will be €340 higher per month. In addition, there are improvements to social and educational services
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            ILO adopts agreement on living wages

        

        
        
            

  
                            



  Global


        

                
                
        
                            On 13 March, the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) governing body endorsed an agreement on living wages. This acknowledges that decent wages are central to economic and social development and to advance social justice. The document also says that living wages play an essential role in reducing poverty and inequality and ensuring a decent and dignified life. For the ILO, a living wage is the wage level necessary to afford a decent standard of living for workers and their families, taking into account the country circumstances and calculated for the work performed during the normal hours
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            Official figures reveal scale of attacks on health workers
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  Italy


        

                
                
        
                            The FP-CGIL public service federation reports that the latest official data show that there were 16000 incidents of aggression against health and social care personnel in 2023, affecting 18000 workers. The statistics were published in the 2023 report from the National Observatory on the Safety of Health and Social Care Professionals which was established in January 2022 and is made up of the Ministries of Health, Interior, Economy and Finance and Labour, other government agencies, trade unions and regional professional associations. Nurses were the most affected by incidents of aggression
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