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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            EPSU Executive Committee – Congress, sectoral work and much more on agenda

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            With Congress around the corner, it was the main item on the agenda. Members discussed the draft Programme of Action and the amendments proposed by affiliates.
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            Support for Austrian affiliates and critique on Austrian Presidency over lack of progress Social Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            European public service unions expressed their support and solidarity with the Austrian workers and their unions at the EPSU Executive Committee 7 November.
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            Trade union demonstration calls for action on jobs, pay and union rights
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  Ukraine


        

                
                
        
                            On 17 October, around 20000 trade union members from both private and public sectors marched through Kyiv city centre and blocked the government quarter. The main demands of the demonstration were for investment in industry for decent jobs, raise the minimum wage to help stop emigration, not to increase utilities prices, for the state budget to allocate the equivalent of 7% of GDP to education and 5% to healthcare, to urgently pay outstanding wages to more than 100,000 workers and to stop state’s takeover of trade union property and respect trade union rights.
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            European Court of Auditors finds irregularities in EASO and FRONTEX spending

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the European Council failed once again to agree the solidarity elements of the Migration Package at their last meeting on 11-12 October 2018, the EU’s Asylum Agency (EASO) is sinking in malfunction
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            Trade union event in Palermo on solidarity of  public service workers with migrants and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tomorrow 26th of September a FP-CGIL, FSC –CCOO and EPSU seminar, at the European border in Palermo, will illustrate the work of those dealing with newcomers.
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            Briefing on migration plans in Juncker’s State of the Union Address 2018

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In his State of the Union Address of 12 September, Commission President Juncker presented three new proposals on EU migration and asylum policy.
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            Report on the Privatisation and Private Sector Involvement and other Forms of State Disengagement in Migration and Refugee Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (18 September 2018) The European Public Service Union (EPSU) and Public Services International (PSI) commissioned a research to inform both our work in influencing policy on global governance of migration
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            Racism and xenophobia in the workplace: what is the role of trade unions?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Report on the ETUC/ETUI workshop, held on 10 September - the workshop is meant to be the first in a series to provide a space for debate among trade unionists about their practices in dealing with racism and xenophobia.
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            Last #SOTEU speech of Juncker – Will he address workers’ disappointment in his Commission? 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker will hold his last State of the European Union speech on Wednesday 12 September.
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            Migration, integration and implementation of  GDPR on agenda of LRG social dialogue committee

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Members of EPSU and CEMR came together on 6 September to discuss timely issues for LRG at the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee Working group meeting in Brussels.
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            EU-backed Italy’s murky waters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU condemns the return of over 100 migrants to Libya by, allegedly, an Italian pusher-boat on Monday, 30 July 2018.
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            Call for global action on investment in care and decent work

        

        
        
            

  
                            



  Global


        

                
                
        
                            The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has produced a new report arguing for a doubling of investment in the care sector to prevent a global care crisis. It says that investment on this scale could create 269 million new jobs by 2030 and provide a major boost to women's employment while addressing massive gender inequality in unpaid care. The ILO estimates that over 600 million women want paid employment but are prevented from entering the labour market because of their caring responsibilities. The report underlines the need for a "high road" to increase care provision which means
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            EPSU briefing on the conclusions on migration reached at the EU Summit of 28th – 29th of June

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Once again the EU governments decided to do very little to protect vulnerable people, and to do a lot more to strengthen and outsource border control.
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            ETUC Summer School - Shaping the European  trade union agenda for the coming years

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Equality between men and women, precarious work for young people, transitions in the labour market triggered by climate change and digitalisation: these were among the main themes debated during a ETUC Summer School on 4-5 July in Montepulciano, Italy.
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            EPSU calls for equal labour and social rights for migrant domestic and care workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On the occasion of International Domestic Workers' Day (16 June), EPSU supports the call of a network of civil society organisations to recognise labour and social rights of migrant domestic workers and migrant care workers
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