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      Fighting for the rights of migrants and asylum-seekers


Migration has major implications for public services not least because of the significant contribution of migrant workers to the provision of public services in many European countries. Thousands of public service employees across Europe work in areas related to migrations and asylum-seeking. Unfortunately, the European and national response to asylum-seekers has often fallen pitifully short of what should be expected from one of the wealthiest regions in the world and EPSU has been arguing hard for a change of approach, criticising the European Union’s policies which continue to focus on tightening borders, pushing back refugees and outsourcing asylum duties to third countries. EPSU, along with PSI, has also been calling for an end to privatisation and increased public investment in the public services that are vital to ensure the safe and effective integration of migrants and asylum-seekers into society. This briefing, prepared for EPSU's 2019 Congress provides some background on EPSU's activities in this area. 
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            EPSU raises concerns about the termination of employment contracts in European Asylum Support Office

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has sent a letter to European Commission representatives about the termination of employment contracts of 40 temporary workers at EASO operations in Italy.
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            European Parliament investigation into possible Frontex human rights abuses 

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tomorrow, 4th March, Frontex Executive Director, Fabrice Leggeri, will be grilled by MEPs on allegations of breaches of human rights, including irregular returns of asylum seekers.
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            PSI/EPSU Joint Statement - The Rights-Based Approach to Migration in 3 Phrases: Solidarity, Human Rights and Root Causes

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This year, we mark International Migrants’ Day by amplifying the call for a rights-based approach to migration, contained in 3 phrases: solidarity, human rights and root causes.
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             Overlooked: migrant workers in the COVID-19 crisis

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Migrant workers in Europe are on the frontline of the response to the COVID-19 crisis. Now more than ever, the crucial contribution of migrant workers to support European economies, public services and fill labour shortages is crystal clear.
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            Central government social partners meet in Brussels

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 19th November, the Social Dialogue Committee for central and federal government administration -SDC CGA- met in Brussels to discuss the implications of the recent EPSU Vs European Commission court ruling, and to formally adopt a new joint checklist of dos and don’ts on digitalisation and work-life balance, amongst other things.
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            EPSU Congress : Programme of Action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            This programme of action highlights the main priorities for EPSU over the next Congress period and is set out on the basis of three main themes
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            The EU must stop the criminalisation of solidarity with migrants and refugees - Joint Statement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Brussels, 26 July 2019 - Joint Statement by over 100 organisations including the ETUC and EPSU: The EU must stop the criminalisation of solidarity with migrants and refugees.The criminalisation of
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            Giving a voice to workers dealing with the reception of migrants and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU establishes a European network to bring forward a workers’ perspective in the debate on migration and counter hostile climate against migrants

                    
    

          
        
                            
              
                
                  
                        
        
                            Central government

                            Local government

                            Migration

                    

    


                  

                


            
            


    

    


    
        
            Oct. 16, 2018
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: Migration - fence in Milila 2018]




    
    
        
            European Court of Auditors finds irregularities in EASO and FRONTEX spending

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            As the European Council failed once again to agree the solidarity elements of the Migration Package at their last meeting on 11-12 October 2018, the EU’s Asylum Agency (EASO) is sinking in malfunction
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            Trade union event in Palermo on solidarity of  public service workers with migrants and refugees

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tomorrow 26th of September a FP-CGIL, FSC –CCOO and EPSU seminar, at the European border in Palermo, will illustrate the work of those dealing with newcomers.
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            Briefing on migration plans in Juncker’s State of the Union Address 2018

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            In his State of the Union Address of 12 September, Commission President Juncker presented three new proposals on EU migration and asylum policy.
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            Report on the Privatisation and Private Sector Involvement and other Forms of State Disengagement in Migration and Refugee Services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            (18 September 2018) The European Public Service Union (EPSU) and Public Services International (PSI) commissioned a research to inform both our work in influencing policy on global governance of migration
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            EU-backed Italy’s murky waters

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU condemns the return of over 100 migrants to Libya by, allegedly, an Italian pusher-boat on Monday, 30 July 2018.
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            EPSU briefing on the conclusions on migration reached at the EU Summit of 28th – 29th of June

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Once again the EU governments decided to do very little to protect vulnerable people, and to do a lot more to strengthen and outsource border control.
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            Central administration workers debate the European Commission's block on the information and consultation agreement

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The main issue on the agenda of the Standing Committee on National and European Administration was the European Commission’s refusal to implement by a legislative proposal to Council the social partner agreement on Information on Consultation rights.
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