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      Supporting campaigns, strikes and protests
Solidarity is a core area of our joint European trade union work There are common elements to many of the actions of public service unions as we fight for better pay and working conditions or when we defend trade union rights or protest against privatisation and attacks on public services. Any expression of solidarity is welcomed by unions and it can be a real boost to their campaign when EPSU, its affiliates and other trade union organisations, not only send messages of support but also messages of protest to companies, employers and governments. This briefing gives examples of our solidarity work in recent years.
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            EPSU stands with public sector unions taking action

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Thousands of health workers across the Netherlands are taking industrial action today in their campaign to secure a 10% pay increase.
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            EPSU and unions stand with Turkish unionists facing trial

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            We want our comrades free, was the message of an international union delegation that attended a hearing in the trial against leadership of the health workers union SES.
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            Inequality from the first to last day of work

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On International Women’s Day – 8 March – women across Europe are standing up for equality and economic independence.
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            Orpea – case against workers’ chair European Works Council dropped

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            For years trade unionists were harassed in Orpea. Representatives of the CGT union faced dismissal and court action.
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            Staff shortages, European Health Data Space and Social Dialogue discussed by the Health and Social care trade unions

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 23 February 2023 health and social care unions representatives met for the first time this year at the Standing Committee of Health and Social Services.
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            PSI and EPSU condemn the alarming increase in anti-LGBT+ violence and hate speech in Europe and Central Asia

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A report published this week outlines an alarming increase in anti-LGBT+ violence in Europe and Central Asia.
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            CGIL FP Congress shows solidarity with striking workers across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The fight of UK workers against the attack on their trade union rights resonates across Europe. Delegates to the 12th Congress of CGIL FP stood up showing their support for the UK workers.
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            Germany: warning strikes and negotiations for pay increase

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU sent solidarity greetings for ver.di negotiations in federal and local government and for the warning strikes being organised to support those negotiations.
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            EPSU is with the Turkish workers and communities hit hard by the earthquake of 6 February 2023

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            An earthquake hit Turkey and Syria at 2:17 a.m. on 6th February. The damage is enormous, and the death toll keeps rising, standing at over 4800.
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            EPSU on Iran and Afghanistan – women’s rights and human rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Iran has entered its fourth month of protests. These began with protests against the arrest and police murder of a young Kurdish woman, Zhina Mahsa Amini.
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            European trade unions call out UK government’s attack on working people

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Wage increases are key for working people to maintain a decent standard of living through the cost-of-living crisis.
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            EPSU joins call of ETUC to put social rights and trade union rights in Ukraine on agenda EU and Ukraine Summit

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU supports struggle of the Ukrainian workers, families and communities for democracy, freedom, social justice and to keep independence and against Russian aggression.
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            Global Day of Action Against Myanmar Military Regime

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The trade union movement is standing in solidarity with the Confederation of Trade Unions of Myanmar as we go into the second year of the military power grab in the country.
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            European trade unions federations on the anti-strike legislation in the UK – bin it !

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The European Trade Union Federations (ETUFs) representing tens of millions of workers across all countries and sectors in the EU and beyond in Europe strongly condemn the UK government’s draft legislation on minimum service.
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            France: EPSU solidarity with protests and strike to defend pension rights

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Tomorrow (19 January), millions of workers and students will join strikes and demonstrations across France in protest at the latest government plans to reduce pension rights.
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