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            Unions want more protection for health and care staff
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            Public service unions Fórsa and SIPTU have called for urgent action to better protect healthcare and childcare staff against the COVID-19 virus. Fórsa says that figures show over 9000 health workers were infected at the beginning of last month and that many are being pushed back to work too quickly by local management in response to increased demand and shortages of staff. Meanwhile, SIPTU has been making a case for a change in a approach in the childcare sector where there is no requirement to wear masks or implement social distancing. The union wants a review of procedures, for staff to be
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            Union demands full transparency on health worker infections
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The SIPTU health union has reiterated its demand that the government publishes full details of where over 7,600 workers have tested positive for Covid-19. The union says that the data is needed to identify any Covid-19 hotspots and to understand if health workers were exposed due to the lack of personal protective equipment (PPE) or poor enforcement of protocols. It will also allow the union to find out how these workers were treated by their employer. SIPTU is also concerned about health workers taken on by employment agencies who are not covered by Covid-19 paid leave or ‘death in service’



                    

    


        
                                    
              Read more at

                  
        
                            SIPTU

                    

    


            
        S


    




    


    
        
            Mar. 19, 2020
        
    
  
    
      


  



            
      [image: © CanStock Photo VILevi]




    
    
        
            The safety and staffing challenges facing health and social services

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Trade unions across Europe are responding to government measures to tackle the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus.
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            Meeting the challenges and winning respect for ambulance workers

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 6 April 2018 SIPTU organised in Dublin the seminar "Meeting the Challenges – Winning Respect". It brought together about 40 members and workers’ representatives working in the National Ambulance Service.
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