
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    
    
            
        
            Forgot your password?
            
  
    
      
  
      Username
        

        


      Password
        

        




  





	Reset your password


  


        

    


    



    
        
            [image: Home]
        

        
            
                        	Sectors
	Policies
	Networks
	News


            
  
    
      

            
            
            Login
        
    

  


        

    

        
        
            
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


        

    




    
        
        
            
                
  
    
      
                                        
                	
                Health and Social Services
                                    	Social Services
	Health
	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Local and Regional Government
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                National and European Administration
                                    	Social Dialogue


                            
	
                Utilities
                                    	Waste
	Water
	Energy
	Social Dialogue


                            


                

                                                                
                	
                Defence Sector
            
	
                ECEC
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Embassy and household staff
            
	
                EWCs
            
	
                Firefighters
            
	
                Health Care Assistants
            
	
                HSS Expert Group on OSH
            
	
                Journalists
            
	
                Prisons Services
            
	
                PSI and EPSU LGBT+
            
	
                Public Services
            
	
                Women & Gender Equality
            
	
                Youth
            


                

                                                                
                	
                Central government
            
	
                Collective Bargaining
            
	
                Company policy and EWCs
            
	
                Corporate Social Responsibility
            
	
                COVID-19
            
	
                Culture
            
	
                Demographic change
            
	
                Digitalisation
            
	
                Early Childhood Education and Care
            
	
                Economic Policy
            
	
                Electricity
            
	
                Energy
            
	
                Environment/Climate Change
            
	
                Equality
            
	
                Gas
            
	
                Gender pay gap
            
	
                Health
            
	
                Health and Safety
            
	
                Information & consultation
            
	
                Local government
            
	
                Low pay/minimum wages
            
	
                Migration
            
	
                Outsourcing
            
	
                Pay settlements
            
	
                Pensions/retirement
            
	
                PPPs
            
	
                Precarious employment
            
	
                Privatisation
            
	
                Procurement
            
	
                Quality employment
            
	
                Recruitment & organising
            
	
                Remunicipalisation
            
	
                Restructuring
            
	
                Social Dialogue
            
	
                Social Services
            
	
                Solidarity
            
	
                South East European Energy Community
            
	
                Staffing levels
            
	
                Strike
            
	
                Tax justice
            
	
                Trade
            
	
                Training/life-long learning
            
	
                Transparency & Corruption
            
	
                Union Rights
            
	
                Waste
            
	
                Water
            
	
                Work-life balance
            
	
                Working Time
            


                

                        
    	Press releases
	Newsletters
	EPSU Collective Bargaining News





  


            
        

    




        
  
    
      
  
    
      
        Priorities

        	
              Solidarity
            
	
              Environment/Climate Change
            
	
              Health
            
	
              Recruitment & organising
            


      

    

  



  



    
        
            The voice of 8 million European public service workers
        


    






                
  
    
      
  



        
                
  
    
      
  



                        
  
    
        Work-life balance


  



                

                    
                    
  
    
      
  
      Fulltext search
        

        


  







  


  
    
      
  



            

        
            
        

  
    
      
            
          Sort by 
          
            
                                                            Date
                                                                                    

            	Date
	Relevance


          

        

  
  


    
    

  
    
      
      
          


    
        
            Mar. 14, 2024
        
                    
                    
        
                            2024 March EPSU Collective Bargaining Newsletter No.6

                    

    


            

                
  
    
      


  



                    
        
        
        
            Unions taking different approaches to working time

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Denmark

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Finland

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Norway

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Sweden


        

                
                
        
                            Following the article on Iceland, the latest in the series of articles on working time commissioned by EPSU from the Labour Research Department focuses on developments in the other Nordic countries. While several unions in Sweden have put shorter working time on the bargaining agenda (see also article on Sweden in this newsletter), there are only a few cases in social care where a shorter working week has been implemented. In Norway and Denmark the priority has been more to ensure that workers in health and care and other services have the right to full-time working although there are some
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            Reducing working time: A series of case studies from across Europe

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU has launched a series of case studies to explore how trade unions across Europe are addressing working time reduction. This month, the focus is on Iceland
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and other trade unions have suspended their industrial action and mobilisations in the youth care sector pending negotiations on the basis of an improved pay offer from the employers. This involves a pay increase of 8% on 1 January 2024 and 1.25% on 1 July 2024 with an additional lump sum of €400. There would then be a 3% increase for 2025 and inflation compensation to a maximum of 2.25%, if inflation is higher than 3%. The minimum wage will rise to €15 per hour and the working-from-home allowance to €3 per day. This compares to the previous offer of a 6.7% increase and additional 2%
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            Public Service Day 2023: Juliet Schor on public services, working time reduction, and the path to fundamental change

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU welcomed Prof. Juliet Schor, a distinguished economist and sociologist, for a thought-provoking webinar on 22 June to mark United Nations Public Service Day.
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            Webinar with Juliet Schor: Fundamental change, the role of public services and working time reduction 22 June 15:00

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU is pleased to welcome Prof. Juliet Schor on 22 June to a webinar on the occasion of UN Public Services Day, 23 June, 2023.
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                            The International Labour Organisation has published a new report on working time and work-life balance that reviews working hours and working time arrangements and their effects on workers' work-life balance. It finds that over one-third of all workers are regularly working more than 48 hours per week, while a fifth of the global workforce is at the opposite end of the spectrum working short (part-time) hours less than 35 per week. The report concludes with a summary of the key findings which suggest the need to promote reduced working time and offer flexible working time arrangements, such as
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  Ireland


        

                
                
        
                            The results of a pilot project on the 4-day week involving a range of companies in Ireland show the potential for how a shorter working week can contribute to a better work-life balance and increased well-being for workers. The pilot was backed by the Fórsa public services union which welcomed the results and the fact that the employers in the project were all planning to continue the 4-day week arrangements. Alongside the benefits for workers, particularly women, there were also mainly positive results in terms of productivity, company revenues and some savings on energy costs. The 4-day week
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            4-day week – the way forward for working time reduction?

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Working time reduction and the potential for a four-day week are issues that are moving up the trade union agenda.
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            Survey shows massively increased workload for emergency medical services
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  Germany


        

                
                
        
                            A survey by the health and services union ver.di has revealed that the already high burden on employees in the emergency medical service has increased significantly since the beginning of the COVID pandemic. Around 7,000 workers replied to the questionnaire with 39% saying they would change professions immediately if they had the opportunity. There are serious problems with working hours, work intensity, physical and psychological stress and risk of physical assaults. Almost all respondents reported problems balancing work and private life. Staff shortages mean that 61% of employees are (very)
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            Health union attacks employers’ failure to sign agreements
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  Belgium


        

                
                
        
                            The CNE/CSC trade union has strongly criticised health sector employers for failing to sign five key collective agreements to improve working conditions. The agreements have been negotiated following the major social agreement signed last year which allocated more than EUR 1 billion to the sector. A new salary structure has been in place since 1 July in the federal health sectors and many health staff have seen a significant increase in pay, some over 10%. However, the employers have since failed to sign agreements covering stabilisation of work schedules and employment contracts (including
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  Spain


        

                
                
        
                            After the surge in remote working as a result of the pandemic, trade unions in Ireland, Russia and Spain have welcomed new initiatives, including legislation and collective agreements, that regulate telework. Research by the Eurofound research agency also looks into the negative and positive implications of telework for workers’ autonomy and work-life balance raising again the challenges to ensure that workers have control over their working time and underlining the importance of current discussions at European level on the right to disconnect.
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                            The ambiguous effects of telework In 2017, a joint report from the Eurofound research agency and the International Labour Organization observed that advances in digital technology were making it easier
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            Nursing union consults over collective bargaining
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            More than 12,000 members of the DSR nursing union took part in a consultation over what should be the main demands in the upcoming collective bargaining negotiations in the public sector. The DSR has selected the main elements focusing on higher pay and better protection of leisure time. The union will aim for as large a percentage wage increase as possible that would recognise the large increase in workload and demands for flexibility during the pandemic and the need to recruit and retain health staff. The DSR recognises, however, the pressure on public finances and the impact of the formula
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  Netherlands


        

                
                
        
                            The FNV and NU'91 trade unions have negotiated a new collective agreement that provides for a 3% pay increase for workers in maternity care. The last collective agreement actually expired on 1 January this year but bargaining has been difficult not just because of the COVID-19 pandemic but also because the unions are looking for key improvements on work-life balance and on-call time which the employers are reluctant to agree. As a result the agreement is only for this calendar year. It also includes a 1.5% increase on the end-of-year bonus taking from 6.2% to 7.7% of salary and there is a one
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            World Day for Decent Work: A New Social Contract for Recovery and Resilience

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The pandemic created enormous challenges for all workers, both in the public and private sectors.
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