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                            The Vision trade union has published a survey that found that four out of 10 young women state that they have been discriminated against at some point in their working life. The union says that employers need to continuously and more actively work for equal rights and opportunities for employees. In Sweden, employers are obliged to prevent discrimination according to the Discrimination Act, and this work must be done in cooperation with the trade union. The Vision survey found that more than one in four women (29%), regardless of age, say that they have been discriminated against at their
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            International Women’s Day 2024: if women stop, the world stops

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today women are taking to the streets of Europe to stand up for their rights.
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            Violence Against Women Directive is disappointing, Social Partners to negotiate to fill the gap

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Today the LIBE and FEMM committees of the European Parliament voted in favour of a disappointing agreement reached last week on the first Gender-Based Violence Directive.
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            Sex without consent is rape

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            EPSU, together with the ETUC, has expressed serious concerns to the Belgian Presidency of the EU regarding ongoing negotiations on the draft Directive combatting violence against women and domestic violence.
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            EPSU Women’s Conference 2023: women are here to stay!

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 24 November, the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, EPSU’s Women's Conference took place.
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            EPSU Women’s Conference adopts Rome Declaration

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Delegates at EPSU’s Women’s Conference endorsed a declaration outlining their resolute commitment to stand up for women’s rights and gender equality.
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            Unions and other organisations mobilised for women’s strike
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  Iceland


        

                
                
        
                            On 24 October, the BSRB public sector federation was one of more than a dozen organisations supporting a day of action calling for urgent action to address gender inequality, the gender pay gap and to tackle gender-based and sexual violence. Actions ranged from strikes and demonstrations to the withdrawal of all forms of labour, paid and unpaid. Since the first women’s day of action in 1975, unions and other organisations in the country have organised major strikes and protests and there has been some reduction in gender inequality. However, there is still a long way to go with the gender pay
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            Trade unions react to detailed public sector pay analysis
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  Denmark


        

                
                
        
                            Last month the Wage Structure Committee produce a detailed report on pay in the public services as a basis of a tripartite discussion that is due to begin in the autumn and that will have an impact on negotiations of the next three-year collective agreements in the public sector that will run from April 2024. The committee, with trade union participation, was set up in 2021 as a first step in trying to address the persistent problem of pay inequality across the public services and the major staff shortages across many occupations. The initial reaction of many EPSU affiliates is to welcome the
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            Kick-off meeting in Veolia for a new transnational agreement on diversity and inclusion

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On 29 June 2023, the special negotiating body led by EPSU met for a first kick-off meeting in the Veolia campus outside Paris to launch the discussions on a transnational agreement on diversity and inclusion.
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            EU Council disappoints again working women

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            On June 12 the European Council set its position on the exposure to chemicals in the workplace claiming that it was ready to begin negotiations with the European Parliament
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            Unions build for 14 June – feminist strike

        

        
        
            

  
                            

      [image: ]





  Switzerland


        

                
                
        
                            EPSU affiliate vpod/ssp is mobilising for the annual feminist strike which takes place on 14 June with actions and protests organised across the country. The strike focuses on the continuing inequalities that women face along other forms of discrimination, sexism, sexual harassment and violence. The union highlights data showing an 18% pay gap across the economy with the public sector at 15.1% below the private sector at 19.5% but the figure for the health sector specifically also at 19.5%. Meanwhile women make up two-thirds of the low paid. The figure for part-time work for women – 58% – is
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            EPSU launches Care4Care policy lunch series

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            Over the coming weeks and months EPSU will be hosting, participating in and co-organising a series of events and seminars to explain our position on the care sector and to provide a voice to our millions of members in the care sector in public, not-for-profit and private facilities.
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            ETUC celebrates 50 years at Berlin Congress

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            A large EPSU delegation joined hundreds of other trade unionists from across Europe to celebrate 50 years of struggle for Europe’s workers and people. We ended the ETUC Congress with the election of a new team and the adoption of an action plan titled ‘Together for a Fair Deal for Workers in Europe’.
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            Bridging the gap: valuing care professions and advancing gender equality

        

      
  

    
        
    

            
                                  
        
                            The COVID-19 pandemic exposed a striking paradox in the care sector, where predominantly female professionals are entrusted with crucial responsibilities but receive little recognition and low salaries.
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